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PREFACE | 
Ittle did I think this day Fortnight, ever to have 4% 
crept out of my quiet beloved Obſcurity, to ap- 2. 
pear in Print, n eſpecially no Dignity, 
wot ſo much as M. A. to Adorn a Title-Page,) 
mich leſs to become the Town-talk ; of which (as a great 
Unhappineſs) I ever had both a dread and abborrence : 
But I bog d to have ſtole a paſſage through the World, (as 
I have hitherto done, ) to ufe the Words of our Admirable 
Mr. Norris, ( whom I love to think and ſpeak after,) 


Like Subterraneous Streams, unheard, unknown, 


But Providence has now call d me (and I muft not repine ) 
to ſuch a Service as has broke all thoſe Meaſures, aud 
made me be taken'up in the lips of talkers ( and as 
ſome would have it, though I hope moſt unjuſtly ) an In- 
famy of the Peaple, Ezek. 36. 3. I quickly foreſaw 
that this Undertaking would coſt me dear ; that it would 
reduce me to this uncomfortable Dilemma, this hard Choice, 
Either to be Unfaithful to God, or Diftaſtful to Man; 
and what ſhould I do? Decline it I could not, and Pre- 
varicate in it I durſt not; Jeſt as God threatens Jeremiah 
1. 17. I confound thee before them. For how could I 
f incerely promote the great Work of Reformation then before 
me; and point out and remove ( which was my profeſf 
* Deſign ) the Obſtacles that lye in the way, and yer balk 
the Three laſt Objeftions, (under which all the harſh Gra- 
ting part comes in) when I knew in my Conſcience, (and 
all the World knows ) that thoſe are by far the greateſt Re- 
mora's to our Progreſs,” and have done us more Miſchief 
than all the reſt together? Though at the ſame time, they 
could not be toucb d upon without giving ( as I knew the 
would, and find they have, ) great Offence : But if I yet 
pleaſed Men, I ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt. 
"Tis plain I could have no Motive but Duty to God, and 
Diſcharge of my Conſcience, af me upon that which i 
muſt needs procure me m powerful Enemies, and 9 
la volve me in numberleſi 0 ; but the beſt ent 5s, 1 1 
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ſing or Keep- 
ing; and my Life in the Cauſe of God and Truth, I 
reckon better Loſt than Kept. K's, 

It bas been a long while to me Matter of Deep Concern, 
and Unfeigned Sorrow, to obſerve the Sacred Name of the 

Church /o vilely abus d by deſigning or debauched Men: 
By the firſt, to kindle and foment Diviſions and Fealoufies 
between Proteſtants of the ſame Faith and Country, at 
this Critical Juncture; when there is the moſt evident 
Neceſſity of tbe ſtricteſt Union againſt an Enemy, whoſe 
* known Maxim is, Divide & Impera, and whoſe main 

bope of Succeſs is to weaken us by home-bred Feuds, and ſo 
reduce us. On the other hand, by debauched Men to oppoſe 
all Attempts for Reformation of Manners, to render all 
Godlineſs, and Conſcientious Walking, odious and contempt i- 
tible under the Name of, Phanaticilm, and to skreen their 
Vices and Malignity with the Veil of the „ and 
give too much oecaſion for that unhappy Proverb, The 
nearer the Church, the further from God. Now ] durſt 
not ſlip ſo fair an Oceofion as Providence had laid in my 


bove nothing in this Warld worth either Lo 


4 true Light. 


way, to detect their. pernicious Practices, and ſet Things in 


The on 
ground 4 Suggeſtion, '( which yet paſſes with many) (ſo 
that this may prove prejudicial to the Worthy Perſons en- 


gaged in the Societies: Tho how that ſhould be, I cannot 


imagine, after the Publick Declaration I made, that they 


were (except a very few) Strangers to my Perſon, and all 


to my Deſign ; (hieb indeed no Mortal was privy to, nor 
ever ſaw or heard ane Syllable before-hand of what I then 
delivered.) Now this Fealouſy muſt ſuppoſe the Heighth 
of Tyranny and Unjuſtice in Perſons of Power and Antho- 
rity, (beyond what I ever heard of in France) to wiſit 
the Faults of the Preacher upon the innocent Hearers, und 
refuſe to do their Office, or do it leſs faithfully, becauſe 1 
bawe offended them. „ 

' - However, to clear them from all manner of Suſpicion, 
-( 1; the Guilt of Truth ſhould lye at their dirt) TI do 
Jan ©: further Tujtice, to let the Werld know all thot 


p 


Cauſe of Diſquiet I d is that vain and 
natural is that fear of Man which bringeth a Snare) + 


"laſt (7 wonder how it came into their heads ) they 2 
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before or fence. On Saturday very late, the 18th 
$4.9 Three Gentlemen (of whom I knew Two by Sight, 
the Third was a Perfect Stranger) came to my Houſe, and 
defired me to Preach the Reformation-Sermon on the 27th. 
I ſuſpefted then (what they have ſince told me,) That they 
had Fail d elſewhere ; (it ſeems) one whom they depended on 


was goge out of Town; and they try d others in vain, at 


on me. I objected the ſhortneſs of the warning, ( having 
much daily interruption upon the account of my Charge, it 
being my Turn here for | Attending. ) But chiefly, what I 
thought would have brought me off ; that I am not only 
Obſcure, and ſo unfit 1 ſuch a Work ( which had been 
honour'd by the Higheſt of our Function, ) but alſo Ob- 
noxious, and not well-Thought of, by ſome in great Autho- 
rity, whom it was their Intereſt to Oblige. With all This 
I defired them to Acquaint their Principals, and try to get 


a fitter Perſon ; if not, to let me have Notice on Monday ; 


and when I had conſider d on it, and deſired direction of the 


Only Wiſe God, rather than they ſhould be without a Ser- 
mon, I would undertake it. I did accordingly (upon their 
repeated Deſire, Monday the 20th ; ) and it ſeems, have 
pull d an old Houſe upon my Head. Thoſe who employ'd me 
have been by far my ſevereſt Cenſurers : They have ever 
fence worri d me without Mercyloaded me with Reproaches, 
tir d me out with. Cavils and Contradictians, and not given 
me one quiet day. I ſuppeſe what they have fince ſaid 

and done, could not be in the name of all the Societies, 
for I can hardly think, ſuch a Body of Men could be ( One 


and All ) ſo Rude and Unreaſonable. 'Tis like, their Sen- 
timents (as well as others) may vary about me; and ſome 


ſay, He is a Good Man, others, Nay ; but Ive beard 
none fa, He Deceiveth che People 3 for what I have 
ſaid is notoriouſly True; and asto Fatt, I am ready to make 
Oath of every Syllable. | 


But Truth (tis ſaid) is not to be ſpoken at all times. Bus, 


T think this is the Time (F ever) to undeceive the World; 
when 2e ſeem almoſt upon the Brink of Ruin, and nothing 
(under God) but the timely Opening of People's Eyes can 
prevent it: And the Pulpit ſure is the meſt preper Place; 


( 2:12 Pe 
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(when God is concern d, as he is in all this.) I have ds 
when I have anſwered theſe few Objetichs ; e 4 
all I can yet hear of. * 

Obj. x. You have usd + ffrange Freedimi; and eve 
—_ PP, 72 

W. I confeſs the Charge, and juſtify felf fre 

that 4 * of #4 Apoſtles, Choſe 3% ure 25 2 
ſafely follow) Act, 4. 29. Grant unto thy 
with alt boldneſs they may ſpeak thy word; and # 
divers other Places of the Acts to the ſame eſſecł. 
Odj.2. You have made ſeveral harſh Reflefions upon 

Anſw. I charge none but the Guilty ; thoſe that are In- 
nocent are no-wiſe concern d. But if any conceive them- 
ſelves j ur d I reply with the Town-Clerk, Acts 19. 38. 


vans, that] 


The Law is open, and there are Deputies, let them 
implead; or tate what other Method of Redreſi they pleaſe. 
bj. 3. Some ſay you are mad; and it ſeems they ba ve 
the Authority of a Great Perſon for it; and ſure no man 
in his Senſes would venture to ſpeak the Truth ſo Plainly at 
this time of day. I anſwer (and if they won't believe me, 
they may chuſe ) in the words of St. Paul, Acts 26. 25. 
I am not mad, — but ſpeak forth the words of truth 
and ſoberneſs. 882375 
Odi. 4. You are net ſerious enough. I have anſuer d this 
in the Sermon, I ſhall only add, Ridentem dicere verum 


quid vetat ? A Man mon be merry and yet in good earneſt ;|. 
and all who have been my Hearers theſe Twebve Nars will 


bear me Witneſs, that I never affected to ſeem odd and fin- 
gular, nor to imitate them, Qui captant Hominum riſum 
*amamq; dicacis. Hor. 


Qu. F. Is it faithfully publiſb ? Anſw. It is actord- 


ing to my Notes, with utmoſt exattneſs:; there is 4 good deal 
added that was prepar d, and I had not time to deliver : but 
nothing left out, except two or three ſhort Paſſages, which 
never were in my Notes: and nothing material alter d, but 
tuo or three Words at the Printers deſire. g 
Any one that pleaſes may come to me, and peruſe my Notes 
For fuller Satisfaction. I conclude th: Preamble with this 
hearty Prayer, That this ſmuil Treatiſe may, by the Bleſ- 
[ing of God, prove effetual. Ats 26. 18. To open Men's 
*yes, and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, Cc. 


— 
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SAL MSI 15: 


But Judgment Hull return unto Rizhte- 


ouſneſs, and all the upright in Heart 
Hall follow it. 


Should think my ſelf a very ill Husband of 
my time (one Minute whereof | grudge ro 
be diverted from the main Buſinets of the 
_ ſhould I employ it in calling a Conſult, 
much leſs in raiſing the whole Poſſe of Criticks, 
Scholiaſts, various Readings and Verſions, that 
Cloud of Witneſſes which often ſerve to darken 
the Text; rho” to make the Citers Learning and 
Reputation clear, and ſtart a Myliery, or ra- 
ther raiſe a Miit where there was none before 
At beſt they are like Winter Nights, brig: 
perhaps and wholſom, but very Cold. Whereas 
we have warmer Work tiow before us, aud | 
am very loath it ſhould Cool in my Hands. ; 
B | . 
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1 ſhall therefore content my ſelf with this 
plain, eaſie and obvious Senſe (which is gene- 
rally the beſt) and call in no other help but ſome 
paralel Texts, (one Text of Scripture, being the 
beit Key to open the meaning of another.) 
But Judgment ſhall return unto Righteouſneſs. 
i. e. Juſtice ſhall begin once mare to run in the 
right Channel, the former Obſtructions being 
happily remov'd, and as 'tis expreti Am. F. 24. 
Judgment run down as Waters, and Righteouſneſs as 
a mighty ſtream: And ſo like Tigris and Euphrates 
form one ſtrong and heauttful Current (“ or place 
* of broad Rivers and Streams) bear down all 
Dams, and force its way through all reſiſtance; 
to the ſame effect is that expreſſion, Mar. 1 2. 20. 
Till he fend forth Judgment unto Victory, i. e. to 
Triumph over Fraud, Lewdneſs, Injuſtice and 
Oppreſſion. 
Tor it is not (we know) always thus: Solomon 
had ſeen, and ſo have I too; And wiſh it be not 
ſo now, Eccleſ. 3. 16. The place of Judgment, that 
Wickedneſs was there, and the place of Rig htecuſue ſe, 
that Iniquity was there. That is, the very Foun- 
dations of the Earth out of courſe, but now 
they ſhould be eſtabliſhr again upon their right 
* Baſis. I conceive the ſame thing to be intended, 
Pſal. 60. 4. Thou haſt given a Banner to them that 
fear thee, that it may be diſplayed becauſe of the 
Truth. i. e. God diſplays, as it were, his Royal 
Standard, and beats up for Volunteers; as in the 
Verſe after my Text, Who will riſe up for me againſt 
the Ezil-doers ? &c. And becauſe a taſte of Au- 
thority may perhaps be expected, Mr. Weſley in 
his Reformation Sermon upon this laſt Text, — 
: muc 
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much the ſame Explication; to whom as alſo for 
the Context I refer you. 

Well now, upon ſuch a bleſſed turn of Affairs, 
what Enſues? All the vprioht in Heart ſhall m 


it. i. e. Every Sincere, Hone:., Welil-meaning 
Chriitian, that has the true Love and fear of God, 
(whoſe Heart God has touched, as tis ad of rhe 
Band that followed 8%, 1 $::m. 10. 76.) ſhall ob- 
lerve and {trike in with his fav ourabie ,vncture of 
Providence (Fr a Wiſe Mans Hear: Ec:let. 8. * 
diſcerneth both Time and Fuelgment) hall him- 
ſelf under the great Captain of our Sai vation and 
lend an heiping hand to iet forward Reformation. 
All the up» ighr in Heart 14! ſoilrw it. Not at 4 
wary diftance. as 5c. Peter followed Chriit, Mar. 
26. 58. afar off, unto the kugb- -brieics Pa ace; 
and gut of an Itch „f urioſity. to fee the end >» 
Much leſs as Jad followed, or rather dog'd him 
into the Garden to betiay n 
hover about the Field of Battle, to !- - which 
fide will prevail, and then to 'rike m with the 
Conquerors: or as the French while the , aud 
Dutch Fleets were engay?d, to daſh one againt? the 
other, and make a. Prey of. both, (and th-re are 


Jome amongit us that wauld play the lame Game 


over again.) Nor as Suttlers follow the Camp to 
make a penny; or as many of our Young Gallants, 
to get a Name and ſomewhat to talk of. But to 
follow it cloſe and in good earne , as a Lawyer 
would follow a Fat Caule, or a Broker a gamtul 
Bargain, or an Hungry Courtier a good yieldug 
Place, or tome others their Comfortable Iinportanct ; 
ſa to follow as to Gver-take, whatever it cot us; 
like Gideon's Men, Judg. 8. 4. Faint, yet purſuirt. 
| 83: To 


— 
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To preſs at the ſame rate as St. Paul did toward the 
Prize of his High Calling. I / run, not as unc er- 
tainly, ſo Fight I, not as one that beateth the Air, 
this one thing I do, I follow aſter to apprehend, that 
for which alſo I am apprehended of Chrift. Tis for 
want of ſuch an Hearty Reſolution that we fail if 
at all: Therefore is Judgment far from us, Iſa. 59.9. 
neither doth Juſtice overtake us. 

This I conceive to be the Senſe of our Text : 
However, if it ſhould not be the right, I am ſure 
'tis a good one, and iuch as the whole Tribe of 
Criticks cannot juſtly except againſt. Admitting 
this to be the P/ulmiſts meaning, 1 ſhall further 
obſerve (what every one knows) that the Book 
of Pſalms conſiſts of Praiſes, Prayers, or Prophe- 
<< fies, but our Text is neither of the former, ergo 
the latter, and I chiak 1 may ſubjoyn in our Sa- 
viours words, (at leaſt in a qualified Senſe) Luke 
= 4 21.This Day is this Scripture fulfilled in your Ears. 
= For if ſome ſharp-ſighted Perſons (as my Lord 
Bacon for one) could in that Prophecy of Daniel 
N 12. 4. Many ſhall run too and fro, and Knowleage 
1 ſhall be increaſed, read the diſcovery of both the 
| Indies, the Uſe of the Compaſs, and other great 

| improvements of Art and Knowledge in the Na- 
rural World: 1 think we may as clearly and with 
leis ſtraining of the words read in our Text, the 
more — improvements this Laſt Age has 
been bleit with, (as an Antidote againſt its a- | 
bounding Rampant Iniquity) in the Moral World. 

Amongſt which your Societies (for tis pity to 
part them, they do ſo ſweetly combine) moſt deſer- 
vedly lead the Van, as being the beſt Virtuoſos, the 
True Royal Society, and to whom the World is 
W incompa- 
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incomparably more oblig'd. And as far as my Ac- 
quaintance with Hiſtory reaches, I dare make that 


Challenge to all Gainſayers, Job 8. 8. Inquire I 
pray thee, of the former Ares, and prepare thy ſelf to 
the ſearch of their Fathers, and let them find me your 
fellows,in all reſpects, if they can; and I hope that 
Prophetick Bleſſing belongs to you, ver. before, The 


your beginnins was ſmall, yet your latter end ſhail 
greatly increaſe. And though you are but of Teſterday, 


ver. 9. you may be well ſaid in the Ballance againlt 
all that numerous Fry and Rabble of Fraternities, 

which Kome that Fruitful Mother of Fornications has 
{pawn'd thete Thouſand Years: Not excepting 
her laſt and darling Brood(and | hope twill prove 
her laſt, that ſhe's paſt Bearing, and God has giver 
her.a Miſcarrying Womb and dry Breaſts) thofe 
who impudenrly call them{elves the Society of 
Jeſus, as who ſhould fay, Traly our Fellowſhip is 
with the Fathes, and with his Son Feſus. But we 
may boldly appeal to himſelf, if they do not foully 
bely him, in thoſe words after our Text, ver. 20. 
Shall the Throne of Iniquity have Fellowſhip with Thee 
which frameth Mi/chief by a L aw? Twould bea 


greater Miracle then all that are aſcrib'd to Xevier 


Acoſta, and the whole Order of them to reconcile 
thote Leopards, Tyzers and Aſps with the Lamb of 
God, © the Merk and Lowly Jetus. And if they 
are like him in any thing, 'tis in that one Inſtance, 
but in a far different Senſe, Lrke 12.49. I am come 
to ſend Fire on the Earth, and what care they if it 
be already kindled ? If all Chriſtendom be in a 
Flame, ſo the Tares of the Northern Hereſie be bur 
burnt up, and the Incendiaries can make their For- 
tunes in the General Combultion. 


B 3 But 
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But ye have not ſo Learned C riff : your Princi- 
ples and practices are as opp«iic2 to theirs as Light 
ro Darkn-is; nay,” as Cit ro Belial: your De- 
ſign ſo Generous and Difinter-ted, fo manifeſtly 
Calculated for the Publick Good, at your own 
greai.Expence, both of Labour an: 1 Treafure, and 
even hazard of your Lives; that Malice it ſelf 
knows not where to faiten, and is almoi! forc't to 
fall down before you, and confeſs that God is in 

au of a Truth, But co clear my telf of the Charge 
of Flattery, I appeal to the Account the Reverend 
Dr. Keunet, and your fait Friend Dr. Wo dward 
have given of your Succeſſes at Home, and Hon- 
ourable Teitimonies from Abroad; in which they 
have done you, and but done you Juſtice; and leit 
any {uipect me of a deſign upon you, | fuppole ? tis 
weli known you are no Corporation (and 1 am a- 
fraid never will be) and have no Livings or Digni- 
ties in your Diipolal, nor do you ever give (that 
I hear of any Salary, or ſo much as a Scarte ro your 
Chaplains. Bat perhaps I may take that Freedom 
with you © in the ſequel of this Diſcourſe, as ſhall 
leave no uf pition o of My or Self-ends. In 
which I ſhall obſerve chis ealie and unaffected Me- 
thod. 

Euſt, To prove this Great, and Unqueſtionable 
Obligation, When ©; gent returns to Rig hi eouſ- 
neſs,” jor all the pia ht in Heart to follom it. 

Secondly, To lay down ſome neceſſary Rules and 
Caucions whereby ye may ſtrive Lawfully, and fo 
qbrain the Maſteries. 

Th##dly, What will be the main Buſineſs and 
Burthen of the Day ; to auſwer Objections (which 
gone yet have done ſo fully iD . be wiſh't) and 

under 
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under this Head our main Arguments will Natu- 
rally fall in, and appear in their beſt Light and 
Strength, when the Objections are ſet as a foil a- 
gainſt them. 

Laſtly, If my Time, and your Patience, be not 
quite ſpent, I ſhall cloſe up all wich a brief Ex- 
hortation. 

For tis fair to let you know before-hand that I 
ſhall conſiderably exceed the uſual Time: For Imay 
ſay with Elihr,Fob 32.18. I am full of Matter, the 


Spirit mithin me conſtraineth me; I will ſpeak that I 


may be refreſhed. I have a great deal to ſay to 
you, and I ſhall ſcarce ever have ſuch another Op- 
portunity to meet you all together again. The 
Caſe is extraordinary, and ſo perhaps is the Meſ- 


ſage where with I am charg d. We ſeem upon our X 


fait Legs, and Mealures muſt be concerted to re- 
trieve our Loſſes, or we mult think of laying 
down our Arms: And perhaps I may have ſome- 
what conſiderable to offer, (which cannot be done 
in an hurry); and if you can have the Patience to 
hear me our, (for the main of my Meſſage I ſhall 
reſerve to the laſt) you may fee reaſon to confeſs 
that your Time was not miſpent: But this I pro- 
miſe, by God's aſſiſtance, to ſay as much in as few 
words as is poſſible ; for Senſe will lye cloſe, and 
I hate co multiply words without caute, eſpecially 
before ſuch Auditors, knowing that the Kingdom 
of God u not in Word but in Power. 

But I hope there is little need of ſuch Apolo- 
gies to you Gentlemen of the Reformation (for with 
you properly my Buſineſs is); for beſides that, 
theſe Sermons have by content a Diſpenſation from 
the uſual narrow reitraints, (they have 1 know 

B 4 among 
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among our Difſenting Brethren ;, and I am not 


aſhamed to call them Brethren, and I hope you 
are not; two Hours being allow'd by them, and 
*ris but enough, for ſo weighty a Task); and 1 
know no Canon but Cuſtom (which may be diſ- 
pens'd with upon ſpecial Occaſions) againſt a long 
Sermon even in the Church. Beſides, I ſuppole 
= have a larger ſtock of Patience than common 

earers (and 1 wiſh *twere the greateſt trial of 
your Patience you are like ro meer with, by put- 
ting your Hand to God's Plough, to ſuffer the 
Word of Exhoertation ſomewhat longer than ordi- 
nary). * Though even that's a fore Penance with 
* moſt, and many of thoſe you are to deal with 
had as lieu you ſhould keep them as long in the 


- © Stocks; and perhaps it would be a proper and 


© effectual Punifhment in ſome caſes to make 
them ſuffer a Sermon, as a Work-houſe, ſome 
think, would awe Rogues more effectually than 
* the Gallows. But your Spirits, I periwade my 
ſelf, are not wound up juſt to three quarters 
Where by the way I cannor but reſent the unfair 
treaty of partition between Chriſt and Belial; 
three Hours are too ſhort to hear the Devils Buf- 
foons, (five Hours I have known my ſelf in the 
Days of my Vanity) whereas three quarters of an 
Hour are thought too long an Audience for the 
Ambaſſadors of Chriſt. 5 

But I am perſwaded better things of yen; nay, 
1 know the proof of you, (having try'd yaur Pa- 
tience this way more than once) that you are no 
Starters, nor fo conformable to the Made of the 
Times, as to ſhew your Watches every other Mi- 
aute, and cry, O] what 4 wearieeſs 55 it | 9 

| WI 
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will this long-wirded Parſon have done ! If you 
were of this Spirit you'd have made but a ſorry 
Court of Aſſiſtants ar Ezra's Reformation, when 
they ſtay'd from Morning to Noon (fix long Hours) 
in the open Air about this Work, and were withal 
wer to the Skin; for we find them Ezra 10. 9. 
trembling becauſe of thi; matter, and for the oreat 
Rain. 

But as for the reſt, who either drop'd in by 
Chance, or came out of Cuſtom or Curiz%:v, at 


eo 7; out our Liberty that we hae 2 CF Gy 
or it may be they kicw not why them: 
ſelves : thc y have the tame freedom gert 45 in the 
Devil's Chappel, c lay as few or as wy AG 
as they pleaſe; and when they nave heard as much 


as ſerves their turn, or ſomeching they do nor 1.8, 
or think it may be Change or Dinner-time, they 
are free to be gone; and 25 they came unlent and 
unlook'd for, fo h y may dep.c-t not did ; and 
the only Remark | ſhall make is that 1 70; 2. 19 
They went out from 1s, but they were not © 14 ;, for 
if they had been of us, they would no doubt nu cone 
tinued with us, QC. 

Having thus ſettled the Preliminaries to make 
all Parties eaſie, (who may ſtay as long or as ſhort 
a time as they pleaſe) I ſhall now proceed to the 
firſt Head, which will not require much to be ſaid 
of it, becauſe it is of the number of thoſe Propo- 
ſitions, which by manifeſtation of the Truth com- 
mend themſelves to every ones Conſcience in the 
ſight of God; and I never affect to demonſtrate 
Day-light, eſpecially when ſo many, by divers 
ſtrong and invincible Proofs, have done it already. 


The 
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The little I ſhall ſay may be reduc'd under thoſe 
two common places, Duty and Intereit ; for ! 
never chooſe to go out of the beaten Road, unleſs 
it be for berter way, or to fave ground, 

1. Then, Tis the Duty of every fincere Chri- 
ſtian to lend an helping hand in ſetting forward the 
Work of Reformation. Curſe ye Aerox, Judg, 
5. 23. has been ſo often look'd on as a Trumpet 
of Sedition, that I dare not found it, though for 
the help of the Lord not againſt the Aohry (for 
then it might look Seditiouſſy) but againit the 
Beaſts of the People. | ſhall rather obſerve how 
unkindly God took it at the Tekoztes hands, and 
has recorded it to their laſting Reproach, Neh. 3.5. 
That their Nobles put not ther necks to the work of 
the Lord, Few conſider what a Crime it is to be 
cold and unconcern'd in their Maker's Quarrel, 
and how highly the jealous God will retentir. If 
Plato would allow none to ſtand Neuters in his 
Common-wealth, and when the Houſes divide all 
muſt file off to the Yea's or No's; (Ay, but they 
may ſtep out, you'll tay, and flink a Vote; lo may 
you roo, if you can altogether go out of the 
World ;) no wonder if he who has told us, we are 
not our own, has alſo declar'd, he that is not with 
me is againſt me, and wiſhes we were either hot or 
cold, He cannot wave his right in us, nor con- 
{ſent to be rob'd. Mal. 1.6. A Son honoureth his 
Father, and a Servant his Maſter ;, if then I be 4 
Father, where is mine honour? &c., What an un- 
dutiful, nay unnatural, Son muſt that be, who 
can patiently tee his Father outrag'd and inſulted, 
when Natural Affection overcame Nature it ſelf, 
and dumb Ay; could find a Tongue in his Father's 

Defence ? Nay, 
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Nay, there is not barely Duty, but Neceſſity 
ce in the Caſe. All the upright in Heart ſhall fol- 
low it. The Love of Chriit conſtrains them; 
and Love is ſtrong as Death, the Coals thereof are 
as Coals of Fire, which hath a moſt vehement Flame, 
Cant. 8.6. To talk of an upright Heart, and not 
true to and zealous for God, 1s a Lye all over. 
If our Hearts be ſornd in his Statutes, we cannot 
ſee them violated and trampled under Foot, with- 
out expreſſing the utmoſt Retentment; when Ri- 


vers of Tears ran down the Royal Propher's Eyes, 


becauie Men kepr not God's Laws. Bur if he 
were hen 1 King, God might have ſaid to him as 
he did to Joſbæa in a like Cate, Foſh. 7. 10. Get thee 
wp : Wherefore lieſt thou thus upon thy Face? Iſracl 


hath finned and tranſgreſſed my Covenant, &c. 


Indeed our loud-Tongu'd Sins demand Supplies, 
More from Briareus Hands than Argus Eyes. 


Mourn with Jeremy in ſecret places for their Pride 
and other Spiritual Sins, but make them tuffer in 

ublick places for their open Lewdneſs and Pro- 
fan snes. Wherefore elſe terveth the Law? Was 
it not added becauſe of Tranigreſſions? 

Bui 2. Duty is but a feeble Argument with 
moit ; Itgreſt is the Nail that will drive, and if 
you can 0:ce make Men tenſible of that, you have 

ain'd your Point. As to their Eternal Intereſt 
"tis the Object of Faich, and all Men have not 
Faith; nay, few in tuch + degree as to Conceive 
aright of the amazing Powers of the World to 
come. Tell the Men of this World of the Inhe- 


ritance of the Saints in Light; they are of the 
Car- 
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if Cardinal's Mind, that had rather loſe his part in 
; Paradiſe, than his part in Paris. Glorious things 
are ſpoken of thee thor City of God, Ay, tis a fine 
place, they'll tay, when you are there; but they 
had rather ſee {ſomething on this fide the Grave. 
I will not therefore to ſuch ute that Motive, J/a. 
33. 17. Thine Eyes ſhall ſec the King in his Beauty- 
They ſhall hehold the Land that ts very far off ;, but 
rather try What that other will do, ver. 20. Lool 


upon Zion the City of our Solemmities : Thine Eyes 7 
ſhall ſee Feruſalem a quiet Habitation, &c. Is it _ 
no Happineſs to engage the moſt High to be our 5 
Defence? Io have Peace within our Walls, and 0 
Plenteouſneſs within our Palaces ? Read but the f 
144th P/alm, and then I doubt not, you will hear- c 
tily join in the Chorus, ver. alt. Happy is that g 
People that is in ſuch à caſe, &c. But what's all | 


this, will the narrow ſeif-ended Worldling ſay to 
me? Let the World go how *'twill I ſhall fare as 
the reſt. Prove that 'tis mine Intereit, mine in 
particular, or you fay juſt nothing. ls it your 
Intereſt to have Highway- men, Houſe-breakers, 
Shop-lifters tupprets'd ? Thar ' tis without doubt; 
for elſe there would be no living one by another, 
and no Man covld call any thing his own. But 
what is't to me if others whore, and drink, and 
ſwear, and play the Devil ? The worſt is their 
own, [I ſhan't be accountable for them. Cains and 
Gallios anſwer right, Act, 18. 15. If it be a que- 
ſtion of words, and names, and of your Law, look 
ye to it; for I will be no judge of ſuch matters: Yet 
he had the Grace (which I wiſh ſome of our Ma- 
giſtrates had) co think that not only Wrong but 
wicked Lewdneſs too belong'd to his cognizance. 


Well 
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Well then I'll ſhew you how 'tis your Intereſt. 


= Could you be Content to have your own Wives 

— and Daughters debauch'd, it may be (“after the 

ey French faſhion) forc'd before your Eyes? Would 

ve. you have your Sons lewd by Sixteen ? and bring 

ws Pox and Rottennels into your Houſes ? No ture. 

y When it comes ſo near Home, you'll be ſenſible 

=> of the Danger. Bur if Luit have the Reins, and 4 
* may range without controul, it will not be con- 1 
es fin'd to the common Cattle, but attempt the Cha- A 
bs itity of Maids and Matrons ; and no Vertue al- 

ar moſt will be ſafe. If things had gone on as they 

1d were once a going, Chaſtity, * perhaps by this 

Je « time, had been a Scandal, and modeit Women 

* for Signs and Wonders, and Whores, Pimps and 

* Stallions, had carried the World before them: 

1 And I may ſay with ſtricteſt Truth, J. 1. 9. Ex- 

0 cept the Lord of Hoſts had left unto us a very ſmall 

a remnant ;, but I hope now he will multiply them that 

= they ſhall not be few, and glorifie them alſo and they 

* ſhall nat be ſmall, Jer. 30. 19. we ſhould have been 

as Sodom, and we ſhould have been iike unto Go- _ 

f morrah. 

by But what have we to do, they'll ſay, with other 

, Mens Drinking? Why beſides that, if Drunken- 

] neſs get the Sway, they will put the Bortle to 

your Noſe, and force you to be as very Beaſts as 

| themſelves ; (to that pats were things come with- 


in the Memory of Man) are you content to be out- 
BE rag'd in the Streets, and aſſaulted by every furi- 
ous Beait ; as I was my {<lf, but this day Se'n- 
night, ſiez d by a Sor even before it was dark, and 
had much ado to make him ungrapple ; (for g:ve 
them but Licenſe and we ſhall have Noon-d1y 
Devils: 
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Devils:) Though neither will you be ſafe in your 


own Houles, unleſs you can be content to have 
your Reſt difturb'd, your Windows broken, it 
may be your Houſes fir d too by Midnight Scow- 


rers, and (what 1s very common) your Officers 
and Watchmen wounded and (lain. 


Once more ; What Harm will others Swearing 
do me? Why ſhould I make 4 Man an Offender 
fer a word, when it does me no manner of Miſ- 
chief ? I Anſwer; If you have any Conſcience, or 
Love to God, "twill be bitter as Death, to have 
your Ears grated with that Language of Fiends ; 
to pals through ſuch Volleys of Hell-ſhot. Be- 
ſides that, it makes all Buſineſs and Converſation 
uncaſie by an endleſs neceſſity of Checks and Re- 
proof. But though you — * no Conſcience of 
any ſuch matter; have you a mind to be ſworn 
out of your Rights, your Eſtates, nay your very 
Lives, by Knights of the Poſt ? And how do ye 
think they arrive at that Dignity ? but by paſſing 


the wonted Trials, performing their Exerciſe , 


and learning firit to ſwear the Compats. Profane 
Swearing is the direct Road to Perjury, and has 
made way for luch Juries and Evidence, as would 
rake away the honeſteſt Man's Life in the King- 
dom, if the Court pleaſes but to ſend Direction. 
For when once the Reverence of an Oath is loſt, 
cis not the place that will make it folemn, or 
ſtrike a ſufficient Awe upon the Soul, (eſpecially 
in that ſlight careleſs manner *tis adminiſtred in 
our Courts); and therefore Salomon rightly oppo- 
ſerch him that ſweareth, to him that feareth an 
Oath, Eccl. 9. 2. 


Thus 


Plain Engliſh. 15 


Thus much of the firſt Head, viz. the Obliga- 
tion : I ſhall now lay down ſome Cautionary Rules, 
and be upon each as brief as I can. 

1. Then, be ſure you, that engage in this gene. 
rous Deſign, be publick-Spirited ; free from all 
little Ends and Intereits; and addicted to no Par- 
ty, or Faction whatſoever : but Catholicks in the 
trueſt Senſe. The moſt Famous Party-/Mar is not 
fit for a pitcht Battle, or a general Aſſault; as our 
Buſineſs is fitly deſcrib'd, 2 Cor. 10. 4. Pulling down 
of ſftrong-holds, caſting down Imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge 
of Goa, and bringing into Captivity every thought to 
the Obedience of Chriſt, If you belong to a certain 

Set of Men, you'l go no further with us, then your 
way lies in common; and when they part you'l 


give us the Go-by. Such Factious Reformers are X 


like the mixt Multitude that came out of Epyp:, 
who ſoon fell a Luſting, and then a murmuring. 
Or like Davids Band in the Wilderneſs, made up 
of a medley of Debtors, Male-Contents, Fugitives, 
and Malefactors; who not only mutini'd about the 
Spoil ; but were ready to knock their own Leader 
o'th' Head. To all ſuch Reformers, I may truly 
lay, ye know not what manner of Spirit ye are of; 
at leaſt ye are not of a Spirit fit for our turn. Let 
your name be Chriſtians ; your Religion Charity, 
out of a pure Heart and good Conlcience, and 
Faith unfeigned : And take in all that love the 
Lord Jetus in Sincerity. One Lord, one Faith, 
will make us all of one Heart, one Mind, and one 
Mouth. For my part, I dare no more confine the 
Church (as ſome would have us do) between Do- 
ver and Berwick, then between Yerice and 28 5 

within 


* 
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within one Proteſtant Country, then St. Peter's Pa- 
trimony; nor dare I limit Grace any more to this, 
or that Way, or Opinion among Chriſtians, then 
to this or that Stature or Complexion. Our Buſi- 
neis is to promote the Glory of God, and the ge- 
neral Intereſt of the Golpel ; not to ſeek our own, 
no nor the things of our Party ; but thoſe things 
which are Jeſus Chriſt's - And as many as walk 4 
this Rule, Peace be on them, and Mercy as on the 
Ifracl of God. 

3. Ceaſe ye from Man whoſe Breath is in his Noſ- 
tris, for wherein is he to be accounted of? Ifa. 2. ult. 
Fear not their Faces, Court not their Favour, hold 
not their Perſons in Admiration ; and eſpecially be 
not aſhamed of their Reproaches. Confider thar 
Charge, 1/2. 51. 12. I, even I am he that comforteth 
: Who art thou that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of 
a Man that ſhall Dye, and of the Son of Man that 
hall be made as Graſs ;, and forgetteth the Lord 
thy Maker, that hath ſtretched forth the Heavens, 
&c. Remember the Cauſe is Gods, and he will 
not be beholding to his Creature for his Dues. 1 
am afraid this has been one great hindrance to your 
Progrels ; if it have not brought a blaſt upon your 
endeavours ; that you have truſted too much to 
the Arm of Fleſh. Fer. 17.5. And expected great 
matters from publick Countenance, and Perſons of 
Place, and 12 in the World. Tis well if you 
can have it; but God can do his Work without, 
and rather chooſes fo to do, that no Fleſh 


glory in his fight. What need you cringe =s 


fue for that which you may boldly demand: If 
your Houſes are broke, or but your Pockets pickt, 
you'l require what redreſs the Law will afford; if 


vou 
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you are rob'd upon the Road, you'll go to the 
next Juſtice, and oblige him to take your Oath of 
what you have loſt : And when God is rob'd, 

wrong'd or outrag'd, muit you beg of them to do 
their Office? Humbly wait their Worſhips Leiſure 
and thank them, if they'll be fo civil as not to be 
Perjur'd ? Be 25 humble for your ſelves as you 
pleaſe; but be ſtout for God. Dare not co debale 
the Digniry of the molt High; for *tis more than 
you can antwer. I hope, Gentlemen, you are no 
Millenaries ; nor look for that Golden Age on 
Earth (at leaſt not in your time) when / owr Offi - 

cer, ſhall be Pe, acc, (or Sven our Fuſtices of Feace) 
and our Exattors Right eonſucſs - If to, your Eyes 
will fail in looking for your vain help. Sim cy, Pial, 


62. 9. Alen of om die egree art Vanity, aud 1775 of 


high degree a Lye. A! arifirates will often be falſe 
to their Truſt, their God, their Prince. But if 
they deny Juttice, or delay or trifle, appeal to 
their pe and bring the perjur d Knaves to 
account; and though they too are corrupt, yet 
you may make Satan caſt out Satan in tpight of 
himſelf: At laſt you can bring it before the high- 
eſt Court of Judicature, the Heuſe of Lords; and 
| am verily pertwaded they'll do you Righc. You 
nerd not be beholding to Mortals, much lets to 
Maliguants: You ſpend upon your own Stock; 
and Im afraid there will never be a Fund aſſign a 
you (though 'tis highly reaſonable) our of "the 
Publick Revenue : And 1 hope you look for no 
Places, or Preferments ; if you do, you may hap- 
pen to be foully deceiy” d: ; and like the Troops of 
Tema, Job 6. 29. Be confounded becauſe ye had 
Liped, Let this be your FI Plal. 7. 10. Orr 
| G acſence 
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1 | defence is of God, which ſaveth the upright in Heart. wall 
1 This your Prayer, Plal. 60. 11. Give ws help from lift. 


| treule: for vain is the Belp of Man. Through God + 
4 we fall do valiantly : jor he it is that ſhall tread Chr 
3 down our Enemies. Suff 
a But 3. Though you mu be ſtout, take great ſuffe 
| heed of being het. Remember the Wrath of Man vils 
workety nt tho Kightegnſne/s of Gd: He will not dur 
be ferv'd by finrul Paiſions ; and we are Men of Dis 
lite Paſſiuns with others, and need to watch, leit me 
they ger the maitery; for if they do, the whole tog 
Work is mar'd. That's a true Remark of Mr. (or 
1 Veſley's, Tis perhaps ene of the hardeſt Ve! 

NJ 114 19/1 . , ' 
HATES things in the World to be zealous and yo 
not paſſionate. Now Paſſion (if it pre- m: 
vail to a great degree) will make it a blind Zeal, ſm 
thongh the Caule be never fo good : for Reaſon up 
, and Paſſion cannot have free courſe together. Tis 2 
14 true of the Paſſionate as well as the Ignorant, ye 
John 11. 10. But if a Man walk in the night he fe 


ſtumbleth, becauſe there is no Light in him: Nay, * | P 
if ir rife to the heigth of Fury, *twill make you b 
not only blind, but mad; and God may truly ſay 1 
as Achiſh, 1 Sam. 21. 15. Have I need of mad | 
X Men, &c. For Ira furor brevis eff, Wrath is a 
meer Fic of Phrenzy; and one mad Man is not fir | 
; to manage another. Though Madneſs (as Solomon 
ſays) ig in their Hearts, whom you would reform, 
they may ſtop your Mouths with that of Horace, 
O major tandem parcas inſane minori, Pray greater 
Bedlam let the leſs alone. There is anotherguiſe 
force than Paſſion to ſtem this impetuous Torrent; 
dix. the Spirit of Power and Might: And *tis this 
God has pitch'd on, Ja. 59. 19. When the Enemy 


ſhall 
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Mall come in like 4 1 the Siirit o, 
lift up a ſtandard agi] hin. 
4. _— wig ven bade arid e Patience. As 


Corift batn ſiiſerd far tts in the Hieb, 1 Per. 4. 1. 
Sufſer'd ho contradift.. of Sinners again murlelf 5 
ſuffer'd all the furious Amy ults of Men, and De- 
vils: Arm your ſelves with the [ile wind, and en- 
dure hardneſs as good Sl liersof is. Think not of 
Disbanding, or [yi ing long in Quarters of Refreſh- 
ment. Peace there can be non”, nor TR long 
together ; for we wreſtle » »3t with Fleſh 4 * Blood 
(only) but with [; aelaties and Ponent; © 
ven remember will pay for av. God has bleſod 
you with ſome, with conſiderable Succeſs; and 1 
may tay as he, 2 Chren. 25. 1. Le toon bolt 
eng the Edori! Fes, Sor tie dear? „tech thee 
(but I truit ye Hearts It e }=nofaphat's, 
28 17. 6. arc lift up iu the n 1 the £m As 
ou have made {ome tho! ulands of fcandalous Ot 
fend-rs pablick Examp! les; vou have ſupprels'd 
perhaps fome hundreds of lewd Fovirs, a: 
brought others into better order S0 


= * 


But ſtill remember, there's Work enouoh cut but 

for you. There are two itrong Curls that ſtill 
y — \ 

hold out againſt you; I mean, ho! wo famous 


Academies of Hei, thoſe N:.c/cries of all \ ice, 
thoſe incorrigil le Brotl els, the two e 
where Satan's feat i,; V chere be keeps his Head- 


quarters; whence he c in at ar d time draw for th 


freſh Supplies, and form in a manner wha: Parties 


he pleaſes; and whence ay ſends out Detæchment. 
every Campion, (or rt her, to ſpeak in the Je- 
ſuit's Lauguage, t thole fanions aeg Be makes 
his Al. ſſions every Summer to the to Vu ver ies 


3 


mien 8 
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to tram up our Youth in their Liberal Arts and 
Sciences. And they have, let me tell you Gentle- 
men, a good hearty Friend in one of chem, and 
as hearty an Enemy of yours, who will readily 
end them his Intereſt, and afford them not only 
Reception, but Countenance too. Now to think 
the Work of Reformation can go ſmoothly on 
while theſe are in being, is as vain as to ſuppoſe 
this City may continue in perfect Peace, though 
che Tower and the Savoy were Garriſon'd with 
French. Theſe are left as the Canaanites in the 
Land, Numb. 33. 55. to be pricks in your Eyes, (an 
Eye-tore they are, I am ſure, to every pious Soul) 
and thorns in your Sides; and theſe, I am conh- 
dent, hate to be reform'd. 

I know not what the Maſter of the Revels may 
do, (for to him I find they are ſent to be tator'd) 
he may poſſibly teach them better Manners than all 
the Divines, Furies and Judges, that have taken 
them to Task; becauſe he acts as one having Au- 
thority : And therefore pray, Gentlemen, if you 
can, get him into your Society, and he may do us 
Knieht-ſervice, Let us however pluck up a good 
Heart, and hope the belt ſtill; who knows (for 
Miracles are not quite ceas'd, witneſs the Souldier 
that was itruck blind t'other day in the Tower:) 
but the Players may turn Reformers too; and the 
Stage (as Mr. Denny would have us hope) vye with 
che Pulpit for Piety, and Morality. Bur till this 
Miraculous Vertne be poured forth, to turn the 
Hearts of the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the 


Tuſt ; theſe Sons of Zerviah, or rather, Children of 


Belial, or the Spirit that worketh in thoſe Children 
of Diſobedience, would be too hard for you, had 
we 
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we not ſome ground of hope to overcome t,1em - 
1 John 4. 4. Becauſe greater in he cht is in 5 
than he that is in the World. 

Therefore 5. and laſtly, Put on the whole Ar- 
mour of God, the Armour of Riohtcouſecſs on the 
right-hand, and on the left; that ye may be able 19 


ſtand in the evil day, and having done all to ſta! - 


Being thus appointed ye are all over invulnerable, 
and conſequently invincible. Examine your „felge, 
whether ye be ia the Faith; look well to your State, 
look well to your Ways; tet up the Worſhip of 
God in your Houſes; aud with al! diligence keep 
your Heart, from whence are the iſſues of Life. Have 
a great care to cut off occaſion from them that ſeek 
occaſion to reproach you; leſt wherein ye glory, ye 
be found even as they, If you allow your telves iu 
any known Sin, will quite turn the edge of your 
Reſolution. A ſecret Shame will ſo reitrain you, 
that you'll be 20 2 mighty Man aſtonicd, as ene that 
cannot find his hands; at lealt, cannot find in his 
Heart to condemn and puniſh that iz another, which 
in himſelf he allows. But if it be known, (as out 
it will come ſooner or later; for there is nothing 
covered, Matth. 10. 28. that ſhall not be revealed, 
and hid that ſhall not be knowa.) O! how will they 
triumph and inſult! What proud Boaſtings will 
they make ! If a vicious Reformer ſhould light 
on ſuch a ſharp Strumper, as Laronia in Juvenal, 
(we have many ſuch witty 7rs in this lewd Town) 
how might ſhe play upon him at the fame nectling 
rate, as ſhe upon the Stoical Hypocrite! Felicia 
ſecula gue te Moribus, &c. Bleſſed Days when ſuch 
as you ſet up for Reformers | Now let the Lown 


Rand in Awe ; another Cato is drop'd down from 
C3 Heaven : 
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Heaven; but pray Sir, hit Lady was that you | Ih 
pick: up tother Day ? IIe padeat d min um nen- co 


ftraife Jaber ne, and if i may b< to Ly, What's the | De 
Mans e of the Tavern whlther you creried 


her? Hr ever if you do not met 


t with tich point- m 


— 


ed Latys, 2 much 5 an cr renry wil! die; e des ep M 
enough. Tre) nil ſore ſay to you this verb; th 
Ph, in he.. | 0 Zim at tome, aud then D 
ti 11: e165 to * IK 25 val 


| Lis bur a forry | me 
C: ir: er ac the be, : be the Keepers e, others 
PV. y: 25 ien VOY C1P72 oe: oi * 5 h, Le Nor ke Ps, 
and I'm [ure you will n-'re make 'em believe that * 
tis Love to cheir Souls. lets you cn work when 1 
you ſhew nc mere to your 


en. Iho c were X 
ſtralus o. Hero. Cha ty in .7:{es and St. Paul | 
Wl: ch o: can herd reach, and mah Harder poſ- b 
ſetis ch orid wich the bel ie of: — vou could 


be content to have your Nas (as the o. ie, Exod. 
32. 42.) blotted ot 07 tir boot Or 5 Or w. fi» your 
ſelves accurſed fro | Chriſt (a3 the other) for your 
Brethren, lo they u 5 be Saved. 


& ww * 


F | came now 1hirdl; to the laſt Head; viz. The 
ö OY ions, which 18 4 Tul ic, {carce toucht upon 
by any thac ! l. now of, but the Learned Dr. Ken- 
ver, and chere iore to fave ti: me, I ſhall paſs by Þ 
all thole which he has Aniwered, becauſe he has 
done it ſo fully, that it cannot (I think) be mend- 
ed, at leaſt rot by me. AS, 1/t. Your being Vo- 
juntar: Societies, and in that reſpect dangerous 
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Combinations. aly 1 Bein 8 fet a work by — 1 Pra- 
matical medling Humour. 3: 2%, The invidious 
Name of Informer. 4/%ly, That it has prov'd in 
great meaſure in #/cuq!, For To iwer ro all which 
I reter you to his ecellent Sermon Only the laſt 
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I have ſomething to ſay to, becauſe the Caſe is ſince 


conſiderably alter'd. 

Burt here Gentlemen, I hope ye can bear plain- 
Dealing, (for this is nor a time and place to damb 
in) if nor, I mult tell you, y've miitook your 
Man; for *tis the only Talent I can pretend to. But 


that you may ſee ye have not only plain, but ſair 


Dealing too; that like the Ceveanois,l neither give, 
nor take Quarter: I ſhall begin with »zy /clf, and 
have an Fye upon my own Heart all the way. 
1ſt, Then, the Queſtion may juſtly be put; Do 
you practice what you Preach ? Do you make Con- 
ſcience to inform againit Evil-do:rs your felf ? O- 
therwiſe you are like the Lawyers, Luke 11.46. 
Who lade Men with Burdens gricvous to be born, and 
touch nor the Burdens with one of their Fingers; Or 
like Cowardly Commm2nders, that put their Men in 
the very Mouth of Dunger, but ke-p themſelves 
our of Gun-ſhot, Tis I muſt needs own is au 
home-thraſt;, to put i: by were not fair; and 'tis 
ſomewhat hard to receive it. Wherefore without 
any doutlin ; I ſhall return a di: inct Antwer, and 


plainly declare ti: ing as it it. 

I have return'd ;everal of my own Charge for 
Scandalous Tinnicralitice to the Spirit nal Cent J bur 
nothing was done oil {forme Money ieee d out 
of them. But a: Di Mar (iraic, Which I 
take to be the Sen.ec f the Dhieftion I contels I 
have not. My Reca/ons are the. | Whether they 
are ſound I leave you to judge. 1. My own Hear- 
ers, I thought it not proper ro exalperate by ſuch 
rough Methods, leti ir beget in them au invincible 
prejudice, and tc defeat the ends of my Miniſtry: 
Otherwite had I no more occaſion for an Intereſt in 
G 4 their 


— A 
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their Aﬀections then you ;1 ſhould matter no more 1 
: their Reſentments, or Reproaches, then the whiſ- De 
ling ot the Wind, 2. As to other Scandalous Per- at 
tons ; Charity tis like may incline you to believe M 
my Communication with tuch is bur rranfienc and Wa 
occaſional. And ] conceive it unbecoming the Va! 
Meſſengers of the Frince of Peace to leize and hale ou 
them to the Ae te, unlets there were a pro- 
per Offcer at hand, and in that caſę I ſhould make Al 
no ſcruple about it. Now it is my practice to re- as 
prove all Swearers, Irunkards, &c. more ſharply, m 
or nuldly as the Caſe, or the Condition of che * 
Party requires: unlets, ſometimes (which I reckon £4 
amongit my Preſunmtious Sins, and | pray God lay N 
them not to my charge) | have been daunced, and Y 
over-aw'd by the Big Looks and Pompous Appear- 2 
ance of mighty Sinners, and {ſenſual Wickedneſs l 


in High Places. But thele Reaſons (I confeſs) 
have not ſatisfied my Conſcience z and therefore I 
have tender'd my Service to ſome of your Society, 
to bear them Company at any time (but they 
thought not fit to accept it) when they go out in 
Parties to attack rae common Enemy ; an Office 
which I could as Hearcily embrace as Micah's Le- 
vite did the Children of Dans invitation, Judges 18, 
to go with them to their New Congreſts, and | think IF 
it an higher Polit of Honout, tho' without Pay, then 
to be Chaplain of the Guards, or à more Honour- 
able Body. 
have Anſwered as well as I could for my ſelf, 
tho' under Correction if I am out, and with an 
Hearty deſire of being better informed. Now 
Gentlemen comes your turn, and let us conſider 
What is ſaid againſt you, and what may be pleaded 
l 


7 £©@ — 


in your Defence. 


Plain Eugliſb. 25 
1. Then it is Objected, that ſuppoſing your 
Deſign ro be Good and Laudable, yet you began 
at the wrong End, and you might have had the 
Manners to have ſtaid till your Betters led the 
way ; that it did not become Perſons in your pri- 
vate Capacity to appear to forward, at leaſt with- 
out a Patent from the Higher Powers. 

This is laid to your Charge : Now hear what ! 
Answer in your Defence: (for you muit know I 
am your Councel, tho? not Learned in the Lam, nor 
much in any thing elſe, and tho' you never gave 
me, nor would | have taken ir, fo much as a re- 
taining Fee). Admitting the Charge that you be- 
gan at the wrong end. | reply, what then? So 
you purſue right ends, and do no Body wrong, 
and take no ones Buſineſs our of their Hands, that 
is not willing to let it go; and fo you aim at the 
Glory of God, the Good of your own aud others 
Souls, and the true Honour and Welfare of your 
Country; which every Chriſtian has an undoubted 
right to promote. 

further alledge (for I have uſed Similitudes) 
if a Fire began to break out in an Houle, aud a 
Charitable Neighbour ſpying it firſt, haſtens up 
with Water to quench it, whether the Owner 
(much more a paſſer by) would bid him come 
down, becauſe he had no right, or becauſe he got 
up on the wrong ſide, or becauſe his Houſe was In- 
ſured, and it belong to the Cuiraſſiers of the Inſu- 
rance Office, and not to him to take care about it: 
and that the Alluſion is not Foreign to the mat- 
ter in hand, appears irom that puſſage, Ja. 9.18. 
For Wickedneſs burneth as the Fire; in Sadoms Cale it 
was literally true, and 'tis God's Mercy it has 
not been ours. For, Can a Man, Prov. 6. 27. take 
Fire 
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Fire in his Biſom, and his Hontht net be burnt? Can tec 
one go upon hot Coalr, t, his Fer not be burut? to 


Now I conceive it not teatonable at ſuch a juncture G1 

to itand upon CremmieHbut that every one ſhuuid } wi 
tet the beit Foot foremo!i!, and do wat he can to vo 
prevent the threatuing Mitenigf. Beades, it rhe th 
wrong end did fer our art? tie right end miy o— Fo 
vertake it, if it pleaſe; and 1 fuppoie if we we an 
ouc? agreed upon the Wort, there will be no dit= | a2 
pure about precedence, and we fnail nor itickro | & 
oe them the rigat Hand of Feliow'h p. | further / 


tay for you that this Objection comes now too late, V 
whatever force ic might once have had, it is now [ 
quite cat out of Doors, for ſince your happy ſet- c 
ting out, our late King of tra Glorious Memory, 
Her Preſent AMlajeſty, ail the Lords Spirutual, many 
of the Temporal, with the Fudzes and others in 
Places of Authority have not barely owned you, 
but Headed you too. To tun up all; we (for 
now have pretty well cleared you, I'le venture 
to caſt in my Lot with you) have the Head, the 
Hands and the Feet, and if the ſlow Bell:es will not 
come up with us, we heartily wiſh they may mend 
their pace, otherwile ſome People will be apt to 
ſay (and we cannot rule their Tongues) that they ö 
ſerve not the Lord Feſus, but their own ungodly Gur. 
But 3aly, here ariſes another Objection, for we 
are fallen into choſe Evil-days, wherein the Clouds 
return after the Rain, one Cavil upon the Neck of 
another, but this comes from a different Quarter, 
the Parties whom we would reform. They deſire 
to ſee your Commiſſion whereby you are empow- 
er d to compel them to come in; the Kingdom of Hea- 
den (they tay) ſuffers violence, but offers none : and 
becauſe 


, 
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becauſe I would not do them ſo much wrong, as 
to weaken their Argument by ill-vrordirg it, Pte 
give it you in one of their own phraſes; [U hat 
will you tal me. & id one) and carry me to Hea- 

von 1pon Jour! Lac! Arbe, gen will or no 7] Now 
the rel, of ts Arcument bears upon the lame 
Foot irh. bi „ e. 5 i virty Conſcicuce: 
and ib. ie his udtaee, Centlemen, the worſe 
a vour .. bet: 1 it 45 pr mid that mol of 


— 


ven 12 for the I. t, and iome of you 
7 (A 1c 4 and . . Tk * Cant 1 de 10 Git b--* — 40 as 
V9! } N "Pai id be one dy, and gi & whe s WwW + r . 


For gts not reuonable that Veop's ſhou! E Ss their 
own psc as well as their own way to Heaven? 
Now then ard for oft and fair, to halt. and tome- 
times turn Our and Drink, (and it may be Whore) 
by che way: Bur you Gen! Nen Fehlulile are for 


erin in fo furs: hat (they lay: twould hreak 
their very Her: keep pace. with ou. They 
don't #::/! yu. ©, 17.2 why mot vou puſh them 


on. Now Ig f this lati Clauic ere exatity 
true, ther - Tout bs lomething in what er ay. 

But if the ut PULL us bak 1 am fure «© 1 

Jeſtle s erally, and w os Fain if they could trip 
= our Heels. Beiides "tis not our own Cauſe that 
we Fiead. For e hope our Foot ſtundethh in an even 
place, that we have got pretty ſure Footing, and it 
paſſes the skill cf duch WhiMlers to [ſupplant us. 
But we are conceru d, /ea/t that which is Lame be 
turned out of the way; and they ſhawr (if we can 
help it) like the Fac Cattle, Each. 34. 
with Side and with Shoulder, and preſh all the Diſeaſ- 
ed with their Horns, til the yh 
bread. Our fear is leit they hay a umbling-block, 


or an occaſion of falling in their weak 'Brethrens way; 
and 


21. thruſt 


de ſcattered them 4- 


* — — 4 * _ W _ * — — = 
* mn ay 4 + a FE 
* 1 . 
1 Y | | | —_— 3 1 "" = 
g Ly 


28 Plain Eugliſb. 


and ſo through their Sin and Folly, and the Scandal 
ariſing from thence, thoſe Souls ſhould periſh for 
which Chriſt died. We grant 'tis in their Power 
to do what they will with their own: and we don't 
go about (nor indeed can we) to hinder them. 
They may be as ſecretly Wicked, Lewd, and 
Worldly as they pleaſe ; we won't force them 
(they need not fear it) to an Heavenly Mind, much 
leſs to Heaven againit their liking. But we would 
oblige them (if poſſible) to be Civil upon Earth, 
and let their Neighbours live by them a quict au 
peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. To Con- 
clude, tho? they will not bear us Company, nor 
mend their pace, we'll make them if we can, ſtand 
a little out of the way, that others may have room 

under them to go, aid that their Footſteps ſlip nor. 
To this I may add 4%, Julian the Apoſt ates 
Famous Objection ; and we'll lend it to the Parties 
before- mentioned, if it will help their Cauſe, or 
do them any manner of Service. When the Chri- 
ſtians came to him for Juſtice, and Redrets of their 
Wrongs, he us'd to tell them, Sirs, your Maſter 
ſet you another Leſſon, Not to reſiſt Exil; but who- 
ſoe ver ſhall ſmite you on the right Cheek to turn to him 
the other alſo, and if any Man take away your Coat, 
to let him have your Cloak alſo. And our Objectors 
may draw much the tame Inference as he did ; Does 
it become you to tug, and contend with your Neigh- 
bours, and make them better then they have a mind 
to be? This is the Doctrine of 48; founding Do- 
minion in Grace, and ſach Honour have all his Saints. 
Conſider we muſt each of us have our turn: Vours 
is to come; The Rizhteous ſhall have Dominion in 
the Morning, but they that are Lewd, and they that 
are Drunk are Drunk m the Night, and you'l grant 
| us 
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us to much, that this is our Hour and Power of Dark- 
neſs, And if we are (as you ſay) the Men of the 
VF orld, who have our Portion in this Liſe: Why 
ſhould you who are not of the VVorld, whoſe Citizen- 
ſhip and Converſation is in Heaven, \et up for Con- 
trollers, and give us Laws in our own Country? 
As to the firit part of the Objection, I Anſwer, 
This were {training Paſſive Obedience a Peg higher 
then it was ever ſet yet. *Tis time enough of Con- 
{cience to ſuffer, when Providence has brought us 
to ſuch a Condition; and then we hope God will 
give us ſuch a meaſure of Patience, that we ſhall 
not ſhrink from nor fink under it. But to ſuffer 
when we need not, is a Work of Supererogation, 
and Voluntary Humility,which we Proteſtants never 
admitted. As to giving you Laws in your own 
Territories, we give you none; but only oblige 
you to keep your own Laws; thole to which you 
have either actually, or virtually conlented in Per- 
ſon, Parents or by Proxy, and by which you hold 
all your Liberties, Rights and Properties ;, or elle 
ye might be as very Slaves as the French. 

Bur 5. It is objected by the fame Perſons, that if 
theſe Knights-Reformers go on at this rate, and cut 
off all Evil-doers, as they give out they will, from the 
City of the Lord, and pluck up every Plant that their 
Heavenly Father bas not planted, we are like to have 
a fine World of it indeed. We ſhall all become Puri- 
tans, we ſhall have Preſbytery come in like a Flood, 
which is as bad as the overflowing of Ungodlineſs,and 
ten times worle (in ſome Mens account) than a de- 
luge of Popery. Beſides we ſhall be nothing like the 
reſt of the World, (toto diviſos orbe Britannos in- 
deed) ; and as diitant from others in Cuitoms as in 
Scituation. What, no Whoring, Swearing, Drink- 


ing, 
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ing, Gaming, Cc. ? What a dull place would the 


Earth be if things come to this pats? We had as lien 


they ſhould ſhur us up in a Cloylter, or condemn us 
to Purgatory. Inſtead of coming up to the Standard 
of the Age the Beaus Ejprits, the gay well-bred, po- 
lite victorious People o rother fide the Channel, we 
ſhall become like our poor, ſneaking, beggarly 
Northern Neighbours o t' other fide the Tweed; that 
is asalate Oracte of ow Lawterm'd it, (and I ſuppoſe 
tome of you may have heard it from his Bawling 
Mouth) &:ivcling Saimts. And if the Gentlemen at 
St. Germæins, with their Jung after, ſhould ho- 
nour us with a Viſit (as there are many who labour 
Night and Day to clear the Paſſage, and prepare the 
Way for him) they, not to ſay you, will be aſham d to 
find how the Nation is degenerace from what their 
Old Aaſter left it. We were then a towardly promi- 
ſing People, almoſt debauch'd to a perfect ripeneſs 
for Popery and S/avery, and now (4quantirm mitatus 
av ilio Hettore !) relaps'd into the old lumpiſn 
Phlegmatick Spirit of Gdlincſs and Aoralty, 

To draw this Objection to a Point, that we may 
ſee the whole force of it together: the deſign of it 
is to fright you with the formidable Bug- bear of 
Phanaticiſm: But I hope you have more Wit than 
to be ſo eaſily ſcar d or bauter'd out of your Realon 
and Chriſtianity. For {ſuppoſing this Charge were 
true, (as it is altogether falſe and malicious) there's 
no ſuch mighty matter in it; (for the Sound is more 
frightful far than the Senſe). A Phanrarick ſignifies 
no more than a Madman, and that's neither a Sin 
nor a Scandal, not a quarcer to had as a Rakehell or 
a Reprobete. Beiides, you'li have good honourable 
Company of all Ages; Ho/. g. 7. The Prophet is 4 
fool, the ſpiritual Aan is mad. Nay,a wiſer than they 
or 
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or Solomon either, even our Great Maſter, in whom 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge, was not only in the Jews account a Phanarich, 
but a Demoniack too, John 10.20. And many of them 
ſaid, He hath a Devil and is mad, why hear ye him? 
St. Paul no ſooner came over from the / har;{ces,bur 
he became a Phanatick;, and Feſtus was of Opinion 
that his Phariſaical Notions were the caule of it, Acta 
26. 24. and Feſtus ſaid with a loud voice, Paul thou 
art beſides thy jelf : Much Learning doth make thee 
mad. Laſtly, all the Aroeftles turn'd Phanaticks at a 
clap, and that by thoſe very means (fee how Dottors 
differ) as the Jews chen concluded, which our Gen- 
tlemen would preſcribe us, as the ſureſt Antidote 
to keep us found, viz. Drin&ng and good Fellomſhip; 
and no wonder when this was noiſed abroad, the mul- 
titude came together from all quarters (and I fancy 
ſome of our higheſt Carholicks, rhat moſt abhor a 
Conventicle, could diſpenſe with it upon the ſame 
terms) to get their Mornings- draught amongit them. 
Nay, to come nearer home; Archbiſhep Uſher, the 
Glory of our Church, was often ſcorn'd as a Pri- 
tan, (for Phanatick is a term of the lateſt Edition,) 
and our late excellent Primate was ſtil'd (as I have 
heard) by a mighty Man of Law, A Fhamatick in 
Lawn-fleeves> And our preſent worthy Frelates, and 
true Fathers of the Church, are frequently reviPd 
by their very dutiful and obedient Children at the 
ſame Civil and Chriſtian rate. Nay, tho” you were 
as ſtanch as Dr. Hammond, as high as Arch-Biſhop 
Laud, while you are zealous for God, and eſpouſe 
his Cauſe, you ſhall be ſure meer with the tame 
Language ; and theretore look for no fairer quarter 
at their Hands. But let this be your Conſolation, 
which Muſculus often apply'd to himſelf when 
ſcorubd 
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{corn'd and reproach'd for his Zeal, Si inſanimus 
Deo, Cc. if we are beſides our ſelves, alias, if we 
are Phanaticks, it is to God. 

There is one Objection more from your Enemies 
P os Quarters, which ] mutt not pals in filence (though 

{carce worth mentioning) leſt I ſhould ſzem to lay 
my Thumb upon what I do not like; and that is 
concerning ſtrange Villanies practic'd by you, or 
thoſe whom you imploy; as if innocent Perſons 
had been circumvented, trick'd, trepan'd, and mo- 
leſted with malicious Profecutions. I take this to be 
wholly the forgery of the Father of Lies, for it bears 
his Image and Superſcription exact. For my part I 
: never heard but one blind Story, from a Perſon of 
Figure indeed, but greatly diſaffected to you, with- 
out naming Time, Place, Pertons, or any other Cir- 
cumſtance; whence I preſently concluded there 
was nothing in it: Wherefore I ſhall ſet this Ob- 
jection aſide (for I think *rwill keep cold) till! 
hear it made; or leave it to others who do know ; 
for I know nothing of any tuch Matter. 
| have now done with your Enemies till I hear 
further from them: I come now in the laſt place, 
(and then I ſhall have done with you roo) to the 
Objections of Neuters, or half or falle Friends : 
 whothus ſhew Cauſe why they don't come in, and 
increaſe your Numbers. 

1. Then ſay fome, I love to hve private, and 
am not for making a Noiſe and Buſtle in the 
World, I Anſwer, If it be Fame you are afraid 
of, ne're trouble your Heads about that, for you 
will get no Renown fin this World at leaſt) by 
fuck Adventures, take my Word for't. But the 
Buſtle I don't like ; i. e. if you would ſpeak 
plain, and if not, we know your meaning; 1 
loye 
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love my own Eaſe, and am for no coſtly, pain- 
ful, or troubleſome Duties; but would (if poſ- 
ſible ) go to Heaven in a Featherbed. You are 
much in the right on't, and do ſo by all means 
if you can ; for men will praiſe ye when you do well 
to your ſelves. But I very much doubt tha bope 
:! make you Aſham d; and therefore tere better to 
Fear in time, leſt a Promiſe being left of entring into 
that Reſt which remaineth for the People of God, 
you ſnould any ways ſeem to come ſhort of it. For 
they that die in the Lord reſt from their labours, and 
their works follow them, Rev. 14. 13. 
But 24h, Say others yet better Affected; You 
have our good Wiſhes; Our Hearts are with 
you. And pray, why not your Hands ? Tho' 
abſent in Body, we are preſent in Spirit. And 
pray, why not in Both? If your Heart be divided 
now ſhall ye be found Faulty, or at leaſt Tardy. 
But to diſcover the weakneſs of this Plea, apply 
it but to other Duties, and then fee how it will 
hold, (for this I think I have prov'd to bea Du- 
ty, and a firſt-rate Duty.) We are Well-Wiſh- 
ers to the Word, but pray have ws excusd, we 
can't well afford to be Hearers, much leſs Doers 
of it. We are Well-Wiſhers to Prayer, but we 
have not While or Zeal. to Atrend it. I am 
loth you ſhould try, becaufe twould be a dan- 
gerous Experiment if it fail, Whether Ge 
iſhes without Good Horks will bring you to 
Heaven. | 
But 3dly, Say others, who are yet farther Ad- 
vancd, and not fur from the Kingdom of God. 
You have our Hearts,our Prayers, nay, our Pur- 
fes coo, according to our Ability. This 1 think 
' | May 
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may paſs for Women, Aged, Sick, or Impotent 
Perſons. For it comes up to that Rule of Ac- 
ceptance, I bere there is a willing mind, it is acccep> 
ey (2 Cor. 8. 12.) according to that a man hath, and 
not according to that he hath not, But if youare fit 
for Service, (as you are bound, or I am mightily 
miſtaken , ro glorify God in your Body and Spirit, 
which are His ) and if you are not, we wont 
take you in; Pray let us have your Perſons too; 
for indeed we want Hands, and muſt pray you, 
as the Man of Macedonia did St. Paul, Act. 16. 9. 
Come over and help us. Were our Compamies 
Compleat, we ſhould not perhapsbe in ſuch haſt 
for Recruits : But the Miſchief ont is, the Devil 
(like the French) carries all by Numbers; and 
tis hard with an Handful to maintain our Lines, 
much more to take the Field againſt him who 
Attacks us with Hundreds of Thouſands. 

But 4:h/y, Even this ſtarts another Objection, 
(and I am bound in Conſcience to anſwer 
it as fully as I can, becauſe 'tis one of my 
own ſtarting, ) You have given us here ( ma 
the fearful and unbelieving ſay ) a very formi- 
dable account of the preſent poſture of Affairs; 


and we have no Might nor Heart againſt this 


great Multicude ; ſuch Intelligence is enough to 
make, Ezek. 7. 17. all hands feeble , and all knees 
weak as water: And to tell you the Truth, 
We have not Courage enough to face ſuch a 
Foe: And if we are Cowards, 'tis not wholly 
our fault; for who can help natural Temper and 
Complexion? If indeed we undertook to com- 


mand Fleets or Armies, Cowardice were a Crime, 


and the Daſtard in that caſe is a Traytor m_ 
Vil- 


K. 
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Villain: Bud we never pretended to Feats of 
Chivalry , and dare not ſet out for Knights-Er- 
rant (For fo Gentlemen, I ſuppoſe you have 
heard the Sparks of the Town call you ; know 
to your comfort, that you are Dubbd for your 
Service, and the Honour of Knighthood is a pre- 
ſent Reward : ) Beſides, we have a Diſcharge to 
produce, under the Hand and Seal of the Lord 
of Hoſts Himſelf, even from an Holy Mer, from 
coming to the help of the Lord againſs the mighty, 
Deut. 20. 8. The Officers ſhall ſpeak unto the 
People, and ſay, What Man is there that is Fear- 
ful and Faint-Hearted ? let him go and return to 
his Houſe, left his Brethren's Heart Faint as well 
as his Heart. | - 

There is a great deal, I muſt needs own, in 
this Objection; for indeed this is a Trying Tine, 
I mean in a Military Senſe, (as the Word is us d 
when they ſay, Tryers of the Guards, ) that is, an 
Hectoring time; ſuch as the P/a/miſt ſeems to 
deſcribe in the 55th Pſal. which made him is 
be had wings like a Dove, to haſten his eſcape ; fer 1 
have ſeen v. 9. violence and ſtrife in the City, day and 


eight they go about it, &c. Bullying is come to 
fach a deſperate heighth, that an Honeſt Man 


dares not ſpeak a manifeſt Truth, nor diſcharge 
2 neceſſary Duty, but he ſhall be doggd by Ruf- 
fans; and by a baſe ſecret Revenge Knockt 
0 th' Head, or Wounded and Maim'd. Exgiand 
abounds now with Italian Braws's ; and what does 
it ſignify that we have Laws to ſecure us from 
open Oppreſſion, if Peoples Mouths muſt be 


| ftoppd, and their Hands ty d up even from their 


Duty, for fear of Clandeitine Violence, and 
D 2. Aal 
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Aſſaſſmation : and we cannot ſerve God or our 
Country, but we muſt have the Fate of Sir 2 
Coventry before our Eyes. Tis like you may have 
heard the Story; however being ſhort, and much 
to our purpoſe, tis worth while to relate it. 
There was a Motion made in the Lower-Houſe, to 
ſweep thoſe Peſtilent Vermin the Players out of 
their Kennel : The Cœurt-Party oppos d it, plea- 
ding their Merits, and what conſiderable Service 
they had done the Crown, ( I ſuppoſe ſome had 
Fought for King Charles the firſt.) This unhappy 
Gencleman ſtarts a Scurvy Queſtion, Whether 
the Actors cr the Actreſſes had been ſo Serviceableto 


the Crown ? But it colt him dear; for going 


ſoon after by the Horſe-Guards in his Coach, he 
was ſtopp'd and drag'd in, (twas thought his 
Throat was deſign'd to be cut) but upon ſecond 
Thoughts, they only Slit his Noſe; I ſuppoſe, to 
ſpoil his Speech for the future, that having ſuch 
a4 Defect, he might the rather learn to keep his 
Tongue within his Teeth : And tis likely, the 
Trycrs of the Guards were ordained for this end; 
that they might have none but ſuch harden'd 
thorough-pacd Bravoes, as would boggle at no- 


thing on this ſide Hell. See here a Sample of” 


French Diſcipline, and as you like it, be fond of it. 
Now if we adviſe with Fleſh and Blood upon 
fuch matters, it will ſuggeſt that wary A2ai, 
Am. F. 13. Therefore the prudent ſhall keep filence in 
that time, for it is an evil time; the Devil now by 
his Crew goes about like a roaring Lion, to fright 


Men out of their Duty. For beſides that the] 
Players who ſet the Queen Arms on their Scan- 


6alous Bills, and ſubſcribe themſelves, (it may 
be 
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be in Complement, as we do in our Letters,) Her 
Majeſty's Servants; are (as all the World knows) 
both Stallions and, Hectors by their Calling, (and 
ſure they have not the Royal Authority for that 
too.) The Soldiers who are maintain'd with the 
Nation's Money for our Defence, are the Ter- 
ror of Her Majefties beſt Subjects. The Mar- 
tyrs of your Society (for Martyrs they are, as 
good as any in the Rubrick; and their death as 
precious in the ſight of the Lord, as even St. Ste- 
phen's, who was too in a manner Mobb d,) were 
Murther'd by thoſe Sons of Violence, thoſe rough 
Caterpillars, Jer. 51. 27. Who are only , to 
deſtroy. 

A Neighbour of mine (who is one of vou) 
ſhew'd me not long ſince a for:nal Declaration of 
War, ſent him by a Soldier, whom he had in- 
form'd againſt for Swearing; (tho was much 
in a private Sentinel, and fomewhat more ho- 
nourable than the French Hectors practice) to de- 
clare before he began Hoſtilities; the Style was 
remarkable (whether drawn up by a Secretary of 
War, or the Clerk of the Regiment, I know not; 
but thus it run, | Thow Immortal Informing Dog, 
thy Days are Number d, Ill ſurely be the death of 
thee. | Are not we, Gentlemen, come to a fine 
paſs, when a Subject dares not keep the Law: 
for fear of theſe Fiends ? I have liv'd ſome while 
as it were in the Mouth ut em, and Fought with 
Beaſts (as St. Par! ar Loh ſut) 1imoſt theſe Four 
Yeurs, and ſhould ku! torewhat of the mes, 
and their Commenicatior : They Siu Curiz as 
duly as. they Speak ; hey fcory the Streets 
all Hours ct the Night ; + 0 
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Inſult, Abuſe, and fometimes Murther the Watch; 
and what can be done with them? Their Officers 
claim the Cognizance of the Caſe, and truly 
their Diſcipline is juſt as good as that at Doctors 
Commons; and no wonder, for the Commanders 
are many of them more Debauchd and Pro- 
phane than their Men. For though I have of- 
ten heard of Refermades and Reformed Officers, yet 
I never once heard of Reformers amongſt them; 
nor as long as I have been Acquainted with you, 
did I ever fee any of that Cloath ; nor indeed, 
many of my own in your Societies. | 
But all this 15no News, for Soldiers and Blades 
of the Town to be Hectors; but ſo general is 
the Contagion of late, that Magiſtrates, Gen- 
tlemen of the Long Robe, Phyticians, nay, and 
Miniiters are Bullies too; as it they ſtrove who 
ſhould be foremoſt in the Hench Mode, to pleaſe 
their ne-expetted Maſters. Is it not a burning 
Shame in a Chriſtian, a Reformed Kingdom, 
( what Pagan Rome would have bluſh'd at, and 
Cato or Tully have cry'd, O Tempera, O Mores, ) 
That a Son of Violence, a Man of the Sword, 
ſhould fit in one of our higheſt Courts of Juſtice, 
in an Office ſo nearly related to the Crown and 
the Peace, ( as it were to brave the Nation, and 
bid thera expect Juſtice there, if they dare,) at- 
ter having ſo infolently broke the Peace, con- 
temnd the Laws, and defid the Crown, by 
Challenging, Abuſing, Aſtaulting , and Outra- 
ging, and that in Meſtminſter-Huli, within ſight 
of ſo many Ccurts of Juſtice, ) one of the 
worthieſt Gentlemen for Learning, Piety, and 
true Bravery, that this Age can boaſt of, a Am- 


Ler 


the Fleet or Et V, you muſt have far 
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ber of Parliament, and what is more Honourable 
in the ſight of God, an active and very valuable 
Member of your Societies ; Becauſe he durſt not 
defy God and the Government, and go the ſhor:- 
eſt Way to Hell; or perhaps, becauſe he did not 
underſtand a Sword ſo well as himſelf. It is not 
unlikely, he, or Ruffians for him, may ſerve me 
ſo too: But I thank God I am Bully-Proof, and 
fear no Hectors, by what Name or Title ſoever 
dignifi d or diſtinguifh'd. 

Hence we may ſee there is ſtill abundant cauſe 
for that Charge from God, TFoſh. 1. 7. Only be 
thou very courageous, that thou may'ſt obſerve to do 
according to all the Law, &c. When to keep the 
Law is as much as a man's Life is worth. 

But {till this is no juſt Excuſe for Cowardice 
in the diſcharge of our Duty, but only ſhews 
the Neceſſity of Courage; which is to be had 
as well as Wiſdom, or any other Grace, for ask- 
ing. And St. Paul who had ſo often paſt the 
Pikes, declares, I ca» do all things, Phil. 4. 13. 
through Chriſt which Strengtheneth me. Othetwill 
it would be very hard for the Farful to be put 
into that Black Lift, or rather dead Warrant, 


Rev. 21. 8. eſpecially ſince being ſtout-hearted 
commonly makes men far from righteouſneſs. 


But after all, the Trial is not fo fierce and fi- 
ery as ſome may fancy ; theſe bluſtering Blades 
are nothing near ſo terrible as an Army with Ban- 


ners; nor do their big ſwelling Words found ſo 


loud a: a Cannon, or a Mortar. And if it ſhould 
be ycue Lot to be preſs d or ::epann'd (as ſome 
have been, for there's Tricks in all Trades) into 
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Terrors fet in array ao-inſt you : Which, yet ſome 
voluntarily encounter for a vain Notion of Ho- 
nour; and others for Eight-pence a day: But 
the Captain of your Salvation will give you o- 
therguiſe Pay and Preferment. Beſides, who is 
he that ſhall Berm you, if ye be followers of that 
which is god? The Devil is an arrant Coward; 
face him, and he flees, and all bi als: ike 
him: Sin is weak as Water; © | Gor wi 5mm 
ble at the Sound of a ſhale ; ani tf wicked 


flee when none prcſue; iey are | troy bels 


indeed againſt God, but meer faves t. Man; 
and thro fear of death, ar- te (i/i-irme ſuvject 
to bondage. They know, it the dye in the Fray, 
they are damnd ; as a great Dneller frar ky 
confeſs'd to me, That he rever enter d rhe Le- 
vits Liſts, (Which he nad often done) but with this 
full Perſwaſion; that if he loft his Life, his Soul 
was undone for ever. Only Confidence in his 
Skill, and the fear of being Poſted, and as his 
Expreſſion was, Piſs d on) (perhaps with the 
help of Brandy or Opium) buoy'd up his Spirits 
from ſinking. So that their Bravery is indeed 
nothing elſe but a baſer fort of Fear, or Cow- 

ardice in another Dreſs. 
But if God ſhould honour you with the lay- 
ing down your Lives in this Glorious Cauſe : If 
to yeu it ſhould be given, (and a fignal Favour it is) 
not only, to ffrive againſt ſin, but to reſiſt unto 
blood; (the Rules before laid down, as to your 
State and Life, being firſt obſerv'd ) I can upon 
better warrant pals my word, than one is ſaid to 
have done to the Soldiers in the Ve, My Soul 
or yours, ye ſhall be with Chriſt the fame day 
in 
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in Paradiſe; and with the noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs, praile him for ever. 

But now 5:hly, comes an Objection that re- 
quires Courage on my part, (and I bleſs God, he 
has given it me) for I foreſee it will diſturb a 
Waſps-Neſt, and I expect to have them buzzing 
toward the Door; but yet I cannot baulk it, with- 
out injury to God and Truth. For when we 
exhort ſome People to be zealouſly affected in 
this good Matter, they cannot deny the Good- 
neſs of it; but they are (it ſeems) pre-engag'd. 
A civil Anſwer, and ſatistactory too, it it were 
ſound : Their Zeal is all beſpoke, and they have 
none to ſpare for this Service; becauſe it is all 
taken up already for the Church; and they mutt 
not have too many Irons in the Fire, left ſome 
of them cool. Bur ſure the Church may ſtay a 
little, till God is ferv'd ; for after Him is Man- 
ners; ſuppoſing both Intereſts could not be car- 
ried on together 

Now the Stumbling-block that theſe Gentle- 
men {cem to tart at, is your Name of Reform- 
ers; and I could almoſt with (but now tis too 
late to change it) that you had pitch d upon ſome 

other, as Amenders; or that I/. 58. 2. Reſterers 
of paths to dwell i; this had been as proper as 
any; for truly there had been no Place for Piety, 
no Living in the World, it ſome ſuch Courſe 
had not been taken. The Name of Refurmaticn, 
they apprehend, threacens the Church, becauſe 
it made ſuch a Change in it an Age and a Bait 
ago; and they fear, we intend ſome rew Alte- 
rations. Whereas, God knows, we think it e- 
nough (and more than we can compats, to le- 
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form the Streets, the Markets, the Taverns, and 
eſpecially the Play-Houſes; and ſure none of 
theſe are Holy Ground. I would not be miſtaken, 
(but I greatly fear I ſhall,) A true hearty Friend 
of the Church, I entirely love and honour: But 
it provokes me beyond all patience,and tis enough 
to make even a wiſe man mad, to hear a Compa- 
ny of Miſcreants, as wicked almoſt as the De- 
vil could wiſh to have them; not only «{urp, but 
engroſs the Church, as if it were their Encloſure ; 
and all beſides were Heathen Men and Publicans ; 
whereas they ſay, they are Jews, and are not; but do 
lye, and really belong to the Synagogue of Satan; and 
care not a ruſh, if all the Churches in Town were 
in the State of 62, St. Pauls, and the Abbey not 
excepted ; ſo their Two Cathedrals, in Drury-lane, 
and Lincolns-Inn-Fields, were but ſafe ; the Sweet- 
Singers and Anthems of which, charm them far 
more, and raiſe a brisker Devotion, than all the 

Quires in Chriſtendom. 5 
I would not have you think, that I ſpeak here 
without Book, tho I preach without Notes. For 
I have met with this Anſwer both in Town and 
Country, again and again ; when I have re- 
prov'd Sots, Swearers, Cc. (eſpecially when 
they have been Mellow, or rather Maudlin, as 
they call it;) I am for the Church; I love the 
Church at my Heart. Whether they mean it, by 
way of Privilege, thatthey have a Church-Licenſe 
for their Crimes ; or by way of Atonement, 
that this their Zeal makes an amends for their 
Misdemeanors, I never ſtood to enquire : For 
ſuch Impudence, I conieis, puts me to a Non- 
plus; and all the Reply 1 can make, 1, I am 
NED ſorry 


1 rr 


ee ” a 


Plain Engliſh, 43 


ſorry for it; but whilſt you are ſuch unruly Mem- 
bers,the Church (if Tknow any thing of Her Mind) 
had rather have your Room than your Company. 
Now I love at my Soul to uncaſe an Hypocrite, 
(and am content, if I prove ſuch, to be ſervd fo 
my ſelf) efpeciallv ſuc!: bold brazen Hypocrites, 
who would face tie World down againit all Senſe 
and Reaten, and even Matter of Fact, that they 
do. ©. _ .. love any Church at all. Haters of God, 
a: 5 of the Church, one would think were a 
Rita, if bot a Contradiction; and yet tis an 
excceiingcon.tmen caſe now-a-days. Therefore 
I piucced rc <nquire what they mean by the 
Church; bor chis touches upon a Sore, and they 
preſently grow four or ſullen; and I could ne- 
ver yct fee any of theſe Gentlemen Maſters of 
ſo much Temper, as to give a Man a Civil An- 
ſwer, or let one into their Meaning; and I hope 
this Publick Query may procure another Letter 
from the Living to the Living, by their Principal 
Secretary, or ſome abler Hand to clear up the 
Point for the World's ſatisfaction. For their 
Church hitherto, and the Atheiſts Nature, are a 
figele ; Words unutterable, Terms too high to be 
explained, Subjects that can neither be ſeen, felt, 
heard, nor underſtood ; and unlefs they will de- 
fine their Shibbeleth or (if they were not pro- 
feſs'd Enemies to canting, of all things in the 
World) I could find in my heart to call it their 
Cant, we mult be left in the dark, and know not 
how to follow them, though we weuld never fo 
tuin: For if the Word be ambiguous, and tie 
7. 24 1 e give an micertain Sdund 3 Who can Prepure 
bin eif te the Baticl, But to give them their due; 
5 ED | Ine 
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I never hear the Church of God or Chriſt, here 
they are wondrous tender of taking thoſe Sacred 
Names in vain ; though in other Diſcourſe they 
make one Word in five ; no, nor the Proteſtant 
or Reformed Church, but only the Church ; 1t ma 
be the Church of Preſter- Fobn, or the Mufti, for 
any account we can get from them. 

Wherefore, ſuppoſing they mean the Church of 
England, let us proceed to pick out their Senſe 
by the beſt Light we have, till they'll be pleas d 
to afford us a better. I have ſo much Charit 
for them, as to conclude, they cannot be fo — 
in their Notions, as to look no farther than the 
Walls and the Glebe; though ſome too are ſot- 


tiſh enough to ſtick even here. Well then, do 


they mean by the Church, the Heads or Rulers 
of it (as we commonly mean when we ſay the 
Government); God be praisd, it was never bet- 
ter headed, thoſe Chairs never better fill'd 
ſince England was a Nation; and God grant they 
may never be worſe, and no Sober Man (I be- 


eve) will complain: But theſe Gentlemen are 


quite of another mind, and what they ſay of 
their Spiritual Fathers, is too well known, and 
unfit for this place. Well then, to proceed, do 
they mean by the Church, the Articles of Religi- 
on? (that's the uſual Standard to judge of a 
Church by), viz. the Confeſſion of their Faith? 
No, theſe will not do. There are four or five of 
them, and amongſt the reſt one terrible lon 
one (as long as four others) with a Name ane 
as unſizable as Latirudinarianiſm, which look too 
much Geneva ard, to ſuit the Genias of our Su- 
perfine improved Armiuian Age. Our Honeſt 
Fore- 
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Forefathers the Biſhops and Dignitaries at the 
Synod of Dort, condemned the Arminian Tenets 
as manifeſt Errors ; and our Parliament in 1627, 
or thereabouts, complain d of the increaſe of Pa- 
piſfs and Arminians, among their Grievances, or 
the growing Evils of the Age, which called for 
a ſpeedy redreſs: But Tempora Mutantur, & c. our 
New Church-Champion (if I don't miſtake him) 
can ſee no Reaſon why the Scriptzres ſhould not 
be taken inan Arminian Senſe: We are ſorry for 
that, but can't help it, only we pray that God 
would bleſs his Eyeſight. To proceed in our 
Queſt, Do they mean by the C urch the Ca- 
ons or Homilies; (theſe our Gentlemen know juſt 
as much of, as the Tivelve Tables at Rome, 
or the Laws of the Medes and Perſians) 
not one of the Laity in Ten, has ever ſeen them, 
and ſcarce one in Five Hundred has Read them 
through; and it they had, they would find the 
Doctrine of the one too Sound and Old-taſhi- 
on'd , and the Diſcipline of the other, too ſtrict 
and preciſe for their turn ; and we ſhould quick- 
ly have them in another Tune. Well then; is it 
the Liturgy (for there is nothing elſe left to ſerve 
for their Standard) Alas! this has too much 
of Scripture, too many F/alms and Leſſins for their 
Nice Palates, and muſt be drets'd, and diſht up 
with exquiſite Muſick to make it go down with 
them. And as much as they pretend to admire 
it, (for 'tis all over Pretence) they very feldom 
come at it; (but that may be, left too much 
Familiarity breed Contempt, and becauſe Ad- 
miration is beſt kept up at a diitance.) One of 

theſe Zeelots, who ſeew'd to be a Pillar, could not- 

withſtand- 
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withſtanding his great Reſpect (if the World 
has not wrong d him) in the midſt of his De- 
votion, (ſure it was not a ſudden Rapture of Di- 
vine Love) turn the moſt excellent part of it 
into a Leud, Blaſphemous Jeſt ; And Ill under- 
take you may find theſe Bleſſed Churchmen, five 
times at a Play, and ten times at a Tavern, for 
once at Divine Service. I ſuppoſe you know 
the New Diſtinction, (tis a nice one, and ſuch 
as Scotus and Aquinas with all their Subtilty could 
never hit on:) Of the Church, and For the Church. 
One comes conſtantly to Church, Morning and 
Afternoon: he is with us,but yet againſt us, or not 
heartily for us; another comes once in a Moon, 
and then it may be, half Drunk; and ſmells ſo 
ſtrong of Brandy no one can fit ncar him; and 
ſo takes up the Room of two better than himſelf; 
(this is all the Church gets by him,) and yet 
he is Violently for the Church; and Hic vir, bic 
eſt, this is the Man for their Turn. Indeed to 
be too conſtant, and ſerious in all its Ordinan- 
ces, eſpecially if for two Sermons a Day, is with 
them an ill ſign, it has a Phanatic Aſpect, and 
if they would venture to ſpeak out, this is their 
fenſe at the bottom : He drives the Point too 
far, he's in Good Eurneſt for the Church; he's a 
Dangerous Perſon. 

To Sum up our Evidence; theſe Gentlemen's 
Churchſhip is not to be found in the Book of Ar- 
ticles, of Canons, of Hemilies, nor of Common- 
Prayer, nor in any Book that I know of, but what 
T never could ſee, nor can fay any thing to,the 


4 Book of Sports. Yes, there's one Book all over 
Canonical, and with them the Pillar and Ground of 


Truth, 
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Truth; the Author of it came to an ill End, but 
bis End was according to bis Works ; for the Devil 
had never a more Serviceable Tool; and that is 
Hudibras; one Canto of which in their Account, 
is worth all the Cant of St. Pauls Epiſtles; and 
I've known ſome, who were Train'd up for 
Champions, have got every Line of Hudibras by 
Heart before they could ſay one Chapter of the 
Bible, or had Read it perhaps as far as Exodzs. And 
no wonder if it were had in ſuch high eſteem, 
when a Defender of the Faith declared at the 
Council- Table, it was the beſt Book that ever 
was Printed; and yet I think the Bible had then 
paſs d the Preſs. 

To conclude, The Scrutiny of a Church-man is 
made now-a-days by a few upſtart, paultry 
Terms, and Uſages, of which, with my beſt 
Eyes, I never could fee the leaſt hint, or men- 


tion in all the Canons, Rubrick, Rituals, nor any Pub- 


lick Authentick Inſtrument of the Church whar- 
ſoever ( and I think I am reaſonably well Read 
in them all:) And the whole Worid knows we hold 
No unwritten Traditions; but uſe this as one of our 
beſt Pleas againſt the Papiſts, that we deal above- 
board, and let every one fairly ſee in Black and 
White to what they mult Conform. Now theſe 
new Marks of Church-Memberſhip, which ſerve 
as Teſts or Criterions to find out a Phanatick Wolt 
in Sheeps Cloathing, are theſe which tollow. 


1. To call the Communion-Table an Altar, 
which ſuppoſes a Sacrifice; and I never heard 
of any outward Sacrifice among Chriſtians, but 


that of the Meſs. 
2. Con- 
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2. Conformably to this term, to make a pro- 
found Reverence or Congee to, or toward it; 
which by the way, is far more reaſonable in the 
Church of Rome, for they have ſomething to Plead 
in its Defence: wiz. that they have their God 
before them in the Pix, as a preſent Object of 
their Devotion. I have been very Inquiſitive 
about the true Riſe, and Reaſon of this Practice; 
but how, or when it came up, I could never get 


an Account, nor indeed any other but this, from 


the moſt Learned and Judicious of. my Acquaint- 
ance ; that tis a Laudable Cuſtom. 

3. To turn their Faces toward the Ezf# when 
they repeat the Creed, ( and many, when they 
perform other parts of their Devotion, ) for 
which the only Precedents I can meet with, are 
thoſe Twenty five Men, whom the Prophet 
Ezckiel caught, Exch. 8. 16. (and I think he does 
not much comme::1J them. tor it,) Ait their Bucks 
toward the Temple of the Lord, and ineir F:ces t6- 
ward the Eaſe, but they had ſome Reaſon on their 
ſide, for it ſeems they were Worſhippins ths Sup. 

4. Upon pain of Phan:tici/:» to call the CH- 
ſtian Sabbath by no other, but the Old Heathenija 
Name of Sunday, and according, to make as 
Heatheniſh an uſe of it: to {crupic 110 Viſits, Jour- 
neys, Diverſions, &c. but to end it at Noon: 
for a Sabbatarian (tis well known) is ct all others, 
the Rankeſt Phanarick. I ſuppoſe twas in the 
Strength of this Church-Principle, that ſome 
great Patriots and Pillars of the Church (whom 
thappen'd lately to over-hear comparing Notes,) 

had been late at a Tavern on a Sundey-night in 4 
cloſe Conſult, for Securing the Cliurch; and by 
good 
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good Token, one of them went away without 
paying the Reckoning. 

F. Of late, to vilifie the Memory of King 
William, and throw all the Dirt upon Him they 
can, (of which I have, to my ſorrow, too abun- 
dant proof) yet I take him to be the beſt Friend 
the Church of England has had for at leaſt fifty 
Years before; perhaps, ſince the Conqueſt : Not- 
withſtanding that Perilous Innovation, not in the 
Church, but in His own Chappel, (as ſure He might: 
do what He would in His Own) of having che Li- 
tany, and other Prayers, rather ſaid than ſung - 
For I defie Malice it ſelf to prove any other Inva- 
_ or Encroachment upon the Church, againſt 

6. What I know not well whether it be 32 
Civil or Sacred Te, (a Sacred it ſhould be by 
being conſtantly uncovered at it); and whether 
it requires Conſtant or but Occaſional Conformity, I 
leave to the Learned; To drink the Church s 
Health : And I ſuppoſe the Rule is, as in other 
Caſes, Fill as ye love Her; and She ſays, as 
Cant. 5.1. O Friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly. 
Now I muſt confeſs, this is no Rigid 7eft, if the 
Liquor be good; nay, Ill grant tis a pleaſant, 
and agreeable , but in my Mind no very Reaſo- 
nable nor Acceptable Service: When I know the 
Mind of Cbriſt farther about it, I ſhall readily 
alter my own. Now if ſuch Drink-offerings 
may pals for Devotion, we need not compaſs Sea 
and Land to gain Preſ-lytes ; for Ill undertake for 
enow who (put only Tuvern for Temple ) ſhall 


vye with Hy Anu tor Perſeverance, and like 
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her never depart from their Devotions, but ſtick 
to them Night and Day. 

New would be fair to let the World know in 
what part of all our Conſtitutions theſe Duties 
are ta be ound: For ro Father, or rather Mo- 
ther their Spwriozs Brats on the Church, and lay 
em at ber , who no where owns em for 


hers ; and then to fall foul upon others, and 


call them all to naught, for not taking them for 
genuine and —_ when they themſelves can- 
not align Time or Place of their Birth, or 
ſhew fo much as their Names in the Church- Regi- 


fer ; this appears to me the very heighth of - 


rary ?cwer and Injuſtice. 

Now I don't think my ſelf bound to regard 
every pe Whim, at leaſt till the Publick 7pri- 
matur be fer to it: If ſome People advance new 
Notions of a Middle State, and Prayers for the 
Dead, and others make Fine 4poſtrephe's to Saints 
(which ſome would be ready to call Prayers) 
and tien to bring their ownConceits intovogue, 
cry, the Church the Churcl; I can't apprehend 
my ſelf bound by virtue of Canonical Obedience 
to follow the Cry. I owe Obedience to my 
Lawful Superiors both in Church and State (ſo 
nothing ſinful be enjoin d), bur {till I have fo 
much Wir as to diſtinguiſh between D:iw;ze and 
Humane, between Canon and Canen, that of Scrip- 
ture and that of Cenvccatien, and to pay the juſt 
and proper deference to each, and not give un- 
to Cæſar, no, nor St. Peter neither, the things that 
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It has been my hard Lot to be miſrepreſented 


of late to ſome of our Eccleſiaſtical Governors, 
upon the Sixth Article, the Church's Health (tho 
with very falſe and unfair Aggravations ) 
as a Back-friend, or 2 Sly Enemy to the Church 
(though none that know me will lay Craft or 
Diffembling to my Charge); whereas I think 
my ſelf a better Friend to it than my Accufers : 


have done it ſome little Service, I have brought 
lome to a better Opinion of it, and I think I 
ne'er brought any Scandal upon it : I never was 
chargd, in above a dozen Years, with any the 
leaſt Contempt, or Failure of Dury ; I never 
got one Penny by't, (and, Im perſwaded, never 
ſhall), nor indeed by any Party whatſoever. 
But I wafh an Erhiep ; for it will be reply d, Out 
of thine own Mouth will we judge thee : This tedi- 
ous Canting Harangue is as ſure a ſign of a P4.:- 
natick, as The Lord was with Biſhop Gardiner, Sym- 
bolum Hereticcrum , the Mark ct an Heretick. 

I may ſeem perhaps to ſome, in anſwering 
theſe Objections, not ſerious enough, or rather 
light and jocular; and that the Whole is more 
like a Satyr than a Sermon; but Itake that Text 
Prov. 26. 5. Anſwer a Fuel cecording to 5's Folly, 
leſt be be wil? in his cwn Comceit, to be more than 
a Counſel, even an expreſs Comm md. And I have 
the Example of Elijah, 1 Kings 18. 27. And El. 
jab mocked them and ſaid, Cry aloud ; fir be is 
God, either be is talking, er he is purſuing, wr in 3 
Fcurney, or, peradventure, he ſleepeth, and muſt be 
waked. No one ſuppoſes him here to be ſtrictly 
ſerious, or but a little ſatyrical; nay, tis perhaps, 
the ſharpeſt Irony, or Sarcaſm rather, we cver 

ap met 
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met with, and ſharper than the Knives and Lan- 
cers Wherewith his Adverſaries cut themſelves: If 
we Fight not ſuch Antagoniſts with their own 
Weapons there is no end, for Scoff and Banter is 
the whole of their Argument, and if we offer 
them any thing ſerious, they have a ſpeedy Re- 
ply to turn it all into Burle/que; tho if we would 
uſe the utmoſt Gravity, the Subje& will not bear 
it, and to be ſerious about a trifling Impertinence 
is not cnly abſurd, but almoſt impoſſible. 

I come now to the laſt Objection, which 1 
purpoſely kept to bring up the Rear, becauſe I 
muſt debate with you a little upon it; and here 
I ſhall be truly ſerious, (as the Subject requires.) 
Tis ſaid your Work ſeems at a ſtand, nay, ſome 
give out, (but I hope they'll be found Lyars) 
that there's little or nothing done now-a-days in 
it but hearing Reformation-Sermons. That there 
is a viſible abatement of Succeſs cannot be de- 
ny'd, unlefs we will give all our Senſes the Lie; 
and if my Eyes and Ears are my own, (and I do 
fometimes look abroad in the World) things are 
not right, nor as they us'd to be: The two Ends 
of the Town were always very looſe, and I'm 
afraid always will be; for when Seamen and 
Soldiers, Footmen and Players, begin to Reform, 
I ſhall be apt to conclude the World's near an 
end: But the City is us d to be more Sober and 
Civiliz'd; I could have gone ſome while ſince 
from the Tower to the Temple without hearing an 
Oath ; but now they are almoſt as rife as in the 
Suburbs, however, much rifer than they were. 
Pray, Gentlemen, where muſt the Stoppage 
ye, tor a Stoppage there is, or Wickedneſs could 

not 


Plain Exliſb. 53 
not ſo ſtrangely and ſuddenly overflow ? I dare 
not look up to the Higher Powers; King Ama- 
ziah has taught me better Manners, 2 Chr. 25. 
16. Art thou made of the King s Council? Forbear, 
why ſhouldeſt thou be ſmitten ? And another Ama- 
Liab, (tho' not of the ſame Dignity) has back d 
it with a like Advice, Ho/. 7. 12. O thou Seer, flee 
unto the Land of Fudah, ond there eat Bread, &C. 
Tis dangerous meddling with thoſe above us, 
but TI hope a modeſt Enquiry may give no Of- 
tence. As to Her Majeſty, 'tis plain She has 
done Her Part, She has ſent forth Precept upon 
Precept, Proclamation upon Proclamation, and 
ſtrictly charg d them to be executed with Vigor. 
Is the Failure in the ſubordinate Magiſtrate? God 
forbid. Tis true we have had a great and ſur- 
prizing Alteration made amongſt them; but we 
muſt ſuppoſe for the better, and not for the 
worſe; Or why was it made? We ſhould always 
preſume there are good Reaſons for what our 
Governors do, tho' we are not able to conceive 
them; for the Heart of Kings is unſearchable. The 
Fault therefore, Gentlemen, muſt lye at your 


Door; and clear your ſelves of it as well as you 


can. I am afraid you are grown weary of well-dc- 
ins, and begin to flint in your Minds; that you 
have ſunk under Diſcouragements, and been rea- 
dy to throw up your Deſign as deſperate. But 
you'd ſay if you durſt, Is there not a Cauſe ? Ay, 
that there is, and en manifeft one too, if any Bo- 
dy had the Courage to declare it. Come, Gen- 
tiemen, to be plain with you, ye have had ma- 
ny admirable Sermons: Bur tis not every one 
that dares tell you the Truth; but (God be praiſ- 
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ed) I dare tell the boldeſt Truth, and that be- 
fore the haughtieſt Worm, or the proudeſt Af- 
ſembly of Treacherous Men under the Sun. The 
Caſe is this, (and it cannot be hid) tho' ſome 
think it ſhould not be ſhewn, but I am not of 
their Mind : You are foully trick'd and abusd, 
you are fed wich fair Hopes, and amus'd with 
goodly Pretences, yet nothing is done nor in- 
tended to be done in your Favour, but much to 
oppoſe you: In the mean while, your Money is 
ſpent; Jour Time waſted; your Zealous Endea- 
vours ſcorn'd, hated, and ridiculd; your At- 
tempts bated; your Perſons affronted, inſulted, 
aſſaulted; your Lives threatned, and often en- 
danger d; and this not only conniv d at, but ſe- 
cretly encourag d. 

Theſe, youll ſay, are ſtrange Expreſſions; 
but no more ſtrange than true: And what I have 
ſaid, Ill ſtand to, let who dare call me to a Pub- 
lick Account fort, as ſoon as they pleaſe: I ſhall 
be forth-coming ; hn then they may hear a lit- 
_ tle more of my mind, and more perhaps than 

they'll be willing to hear. I know my Commil/i- 
on, and my Cali from God to the Service of this 
Day; and can produce it, (it need be.) Exek.26. 
Tho briars and thorns be with thee, and thou doſt 
dwell among ſcorpicns , be not afraid of their werds, 
nor be diſmayed at their locks ; tho they be a rebellious 
beuſe. And thou ſhalt ſpeak my words unto them, 


whether they will hear, or whether they will ferbear ; 
fer they are moſt rebellicus. 


be mock'd ; and Truth muſt be ſpeken here he 
is concern'd; for as to State-Matters I neer 
tcoubic my Liead:) and [call be fpcken while I 
have 


Come; God will not 


all the Children of 
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have a Tongue, tho' all the Devils in Hell and 
Incarnate conſpire to ſtifle it; nay, tho'I were 
ſure to be cudgell'd or Coventry d, or have my 
Throat cut the next hour: I'll go one Step fur- 
ther, thro Chriſt who ſtrengtheneth me; tho Iwere 
ſure (as that Glorious Martyr, Monſieur Brouſſon, 
by that expreſs Image of Satan, the King over 
Pride, that Prince of Bullies, 
Hector le Grand, (for He&ors are always both 
Cowards and Cruel) who would not leave one 
Grain of Liberty or Piety in the World:) to be 
broken upon the Wheel. And who knows how 
ſoon I may fall into his hands ? For there are 
many amongſt us, who would ſell their Prince, 
their Country, their Church, their Souls, (thoſe 
they'd fell for Six-pence, for they don't believe 
they have any) to bring his Iron Yoke upon 
our Necks; if it were but to be no more plagu d 
with Reformation. Then they know Claret will 
be cheap, French Whores will abound, (which 
will ſink the Price) and he'll give them leave to 
be as wicked as they pleaſe; (which is all they 
want) ſo they but acknowledge his Will for 

Supreme, and fall down and worſnip the Golden Image 
which be has ſet up; for he is as truly worſhipp d 
as any of the Reman Heathen Emperors. 


For beſides what I have often heard, that the 


Qfficers and others when they mount the Guards 


pay their Devoirs to His Statue, a Gentleman Xx 


ſhewed me, not long ſince, an 1-/cripricn taken 


off His Statue at Arles, which is as rank Bliſphe- 


1:7 as ever Nebachsdc22ar or Nero were guilty 
Ci; Imperaut vie Ludcyici NIV. Majeſtati, Iccui- 
erm: ie Simulacrum, que ſi Praeſcns Namen ſuſpiceret, 
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Civitas Arelatenſis Senatits Conſulto publice coli juſſit: 
We may render it (though not exactly) thus, To 
the Imperial Majeſty of Lewis XIV. the City of Ar- 
les by a Decree of Parliament, has commanded this 
Statue, bearing His Reſemblance, as if they lookt up 
to a Preſent Deity, to be publickly worſhipt. 

The World is not Blind, though through fear 
it be Dumb ; every one ſees which way things 
$0, though moſt think it Wiſdom to hear and 

ee and ſay nothing; but our Charge runs other- 

wiſe, Ja. 58. 1. Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, and ſhew my people their tranſ- 
greſſions. And I hope I may add in thoſe words 
of the Prophet Micah, (for Scripture may be 
quoted without Offence ; and if it happen to 
hit the caſe too exactly we can't help that;) 3.8. 
But truly I am full of ow by the Spirit of the Lord, 
and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Fa- 
cob his tranſgreſſion, and to Iſrael his ſin. Hear this 
I pray you, ye heads of the houſe of Facob that 
abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. Who don't 
know how many bitter Enemies of Godlineſs, 
obftinate Non-jurors, and reputed Friends of 
the French, (for that Triple-League between Rome, 
France, and Hell ; that threefold Cord, can never be 
untwiſted, though I hope it ill be broken,) are 
in Places of Publick Truſt ; for Places of Pro- 
fit only I ſhould never grudge them, ſo it be not 
their Power to Sell and Berray us? How ma- 
ny Grave, Sober, Pious Magiſtrates, Men that 
Feared God and Hated Sin, have been put out of 
Commiſſion, and their Places fill d up with wild, 
debauched, hectoring Blades, who Swear, and 
Drink, and Game; whom when you, Gentle- 
| | men, 
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men, have hunted from Bowling-Green to Ta” 
vern, to give Information againſt Offenders, 
they ſhall Curſe you for preciſe Phanatical Dogs ; 
and if you preſs the Point upon them, ſhall 
Cane you, or Draw upon you, or Expoſe you 
to the Scorn and Rage of the Rabble. There 
are ſome Counties where for many Miles round 
they are in the ſame State as Laiſh, Fudg. 18. 7. 
There was no magiſtrate in the land that might put 
them to ſhame in any thing, unleſs for diſcharging 
their Duty to God ; and for this, they will Shame 
them abundantly. I know where one of theſe 
Egregious Magiſtrates, and Bleſſed Guardians of 
the Peace, not long ſince rode on Horſeback 
Drunk into a Meeting-Houſe, and ask'd them, 
What they did there Morſhipping the Devil? But ne- 
ver was call'd to an Account forthe Riot. I was 
further aſſur d by a Perſon of Note, whom III 
name when call d to it, That one at the Top of 
the Law, declared you were a Pablick Nuiſance ; 
a Nuſance ye are indeed, to the Devil and his 
Party, the greateſt they were ever plagu'd with 
ſince Chriſt and his Apoſtles were on Earth: and 


I truſt you will be a greater ftill ; but ye are un- 


to God, 2 Cor. 2.15. 4 ſweet ſavcur of Chriſt in 
them that ere ſav d, and in them that periſh. You 
are at vaſt Expence to proſecute Players for their 
Monſtrous Prophaneneſs: but don't miſtake 
your ſelves, they have more Friends in Court 
than you ; they have Counſel to Plead for 
them without Fee; they have the advantage of 
any ſlip or error in the Indictment, not only al- 
wd but ſhewn them too; (and perhaps ke that 
draus it up for you may betray ycu,) and if 


they 
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they are Convicted ( becauſe ſometimes there 
is no Evaſion without throwing off the Vizor, 
and there is a time for all things, ) they have 
enow ready to make a Purſe and pay their Fine ; 
for Fine is Penalty enough for ſuch petty veni- 
al Crimes as Blaſphemy and abominable Idola- 
tries, in Swearing by and Adoring Heathen Gods, 
that is, Devils, who are as much pleasd with Zeal 
this Homage as that of the Ancient Pagans. Aga 
Thoſe Honourable Perſons muſt not be Pilloryd, |# 9 
twould ſpoil their Reputation; and they would Tens 
not appear afterwards with a good Grace on the l 
Stage; and ſo the Town would ſuffer in its dea- Cel. 
reſt Diverſions. Open War againſt G:/ Cbriſt, Ne be 
and good Manners, ſtabs at the very IIcart of Re- But 
ligion have no ſpice of Sedition, but are (I ABA. 
warrant ) conſiſtent with Loyalty, (and you I 
may remember the time, if you dont, I do, dow 
when Lewdneſs and Loyalty were made by ſome let i 
the whole Duty of Man.) That Guilt and Pe- |#7/ 
na'ty belongs to thoſe raſh unwary Zealots who fo C 
have no more Wit and Manners than to tell wil 
Tales, and know more than their Betters would du 
have them. Tr is not long ſince I had occaſion pf 
to wait upon one who is now in an high Poſt kne 
of Juſtice, and I found him Drinking, and moſt An 
familiariy converſing with a very Infamous Play- {fan 
er; and ſuch a Magiſtrate is like to be hearty in thc 
bringing Boſom- Friends to condign Puniſhment, me 
III ſay no more, for Ihave ſaid er.ough alrea- 4 


= dy, till Authority ſhall queſtion ma for what 1 H. 
1 have ſaid. I ſhall only make this ſhort Applica- de 
tion, and I pray remember it ; for there may be J 
Something in it, and More then every one ima- | 


gines. 
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gines. God has been mock d, abominably mock d, 
and he has highly reſented it, and ſhewn his 
Reſentment: He has loudly warned us by 2 
Voice from Heaven 3 A Voice full of Terror and , 
Majeſty, the late dreadfal and unexampled Storm. | 
He has been mock'd again ſince that ; mock'd 
the ſame day, by falſe, feigned Pretences of 
Zeal for him; when all was directly level d = 
againſt him; mock'd ſoon after by that em- 
bly of Mockers the Players, in their Macberh, and | 
Tempeſt. He ſeems to put up the Affront, and 
waits, that he may be Gracious to us ; and I con- 
ceive, he may warn you once more by me, that ; 
ye be no more Mockers, leſt your Band be made ſtrong. 1 
But beware of the Third time ; for if he ſpeaks 
again, I'm afraid, he'll ſpeak with a vengeance. 

I am ſenſible I have ſaid enough to bring * 
down an Hurricane upon my own Head; and 
let it fall when and how it will, my heart guad, 
truſting in the Lord. Let what will come of it. 
fo Chrift be magnified; I therein rejoyce, yea, £41 
will rejzozce. As for you, Gentlemen, I here ac- 
quit before the World, from being anv ways N 
privy, or conſenting to my Defign ; for you 
knew me no more than the reſt cf the ori :; 
and I would nor for all I am worth, andi Thou 
ſand times more, you or your Goud Lola 
mould fare the worle on my Account. Larve 
me to God and my elf, fer te my ew4 1. Her ! 
fand or fall. I thank God 3 I am above both the 
Hopes and Fears of Man; and neither rec a Þ- -- 
deſire any ones Countenance or Protection: Fr 
God is ” ſhield, and exc:edizg gre? reward: and 
tho tis not unlike, bit bonds end ffliticns 7 

ride 
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abide me, vet I truſt I can ſay with St. Pauli 
Acts 20. 24. None of thefe things move me; neither 
count I my life dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I might i 
iſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 'which 8 
have receiv'd of the Lord Feſus ; to teſtify the goſpel il 
of the grace of God. I thank you for your long 
Patience; and now Ill diſmiſs you with that 
Bleſſing, which I think truly belongs to you; 
Heb. 13. 20. Now the God of peace that breught a- 
gain from the dead the Lord Feſws Chriſt, that great 
ſhepherd of the ſheep, thro the blood of the euerlaſting 
co enam; make you perfect in ever 72 to 
do his will; working in you that whic ts 2pell-plea- 
{ing in bis ſigbe, t * Jeſus Chriſt, To whom, 
with the Faber and the Eternal Spirit, One God, 
amd cu God, be glory for ever and euer. | 


—— 


Amen. 
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